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Abstract:

This research explores the information
seeking and use behavior of humanistsusing a
qualitative approach. The study intends to
understand and describe the tasks and goals
of humanists’ work, their intentionsto interact
with information, the characteristics of
information seeking behavior, the context,
and their uses of information. The ultimate
goal isto help establish local information
behavior theory. Deep interview, and non-
participant observation were used to collect
empirical data which was analyzed from the
approaches of grounded theory and case study.
The results show that avariety of tasksinvoke
different information-related behaviors, and
other major categories are identified, which
are intentions, information seeking behaviors,
information resources, and uses. The
“intention” to interact with information
includes: to formulate, to clarify, to collect, to
acquire, to organize, to understand, to verify,



to create, and to disseminate. Theinformation

seeking behaviorsinclude: browsing, ( 4) Belkin
retrieving, reading, recording, marking,

comparing, obtaining, reproducing,

exchanging message, and establishing

relationship. Within the various information

resources, the channel of interpersonal text database)
network isimportant to humanists as well.

The*uses’ of information includes: directing,

referring, confirming, verifying, constructing,

informing, explaining, and enlightening.
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