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Table 1: Life Expectancies at Birth in East Asia

Vear Taiwan China Japan Korea
Male | Female | Male | Female | Male | Female | Male | Female

1990 71 77 67 71 76 82 68 76

2012 76 83 74 77 80 87 78 85

Source: WHO (2014). World Health Statistics. Retrieved from http://apps.who.int/iris/
bitstream/10665/112738/1/9789240692671_eng. pdf?ua=1. Taiwan’s data see Department of
Statistics, Ministry of the Interior (2014). Retrieved from http://www.moi.gov.tw/stat/
life. aspx.
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Table 2: Population Distribution (%) By Three-stage Age Groups in East Asia

Taiwan China Japan Korea
0-14 | 15-64 | 65- | 0-14 | 15-64 | 65-| 0-14 | 15-64 | 65- | 0-14 | 15-64 | 65-
1980 32.5| 63.5 | 4.0 |35.4| 59.5 |5.1]23.6| 67.4 | 9.0 |33.9] 62.2 | 3.9
1990(27.2| 66.7 | 6.1 |29.3] 64.9 {5.8/18.3| 69.7 |11.9(25.6| 69.4 | 5.0
2000(21.4| 70.2 | 8.5 |25.6| 67.5 |6.9|14.6| 68.2 |17.2]21.0| 71.7 | 7.3
2010(16.0| 73.3 |10.7 [18.1| 73.5 | 8.4|13.3| 63.8 |23.0[16.2| 72.7 |11.1

Year

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division
(2013). World Population Prospects: The 2012 Revision. Retrieved from http://esa.un. org/
unpd/wpp/Excel-Data/EXCEL_FILES/1_Population/WPP2012_POP_F09_1_PERCENTAGE_
OF_TOTAL_POPULATION_BY_BROAD_AGE_GROUP_BOTH_SEXES XLS.
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Table 3: Total Fertility Rate

Year Taiwan China Japan Korea U.S. Germany
1970 4.00 5.74 2.1 4,27 2.45 2.02
- 2.36

1985 1.88 (1986) 1.73 1.66 1.84 1.39
1.86 1.66

1995 1.78 (1994) 1.39 (1996) 2.01 1.25

2005 1.12 1.33 1.22 1.14 2.04 1.33
1.47 2,08

2010 0.90 (2008) 1.35 1.31 (2008) 1.37

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division
(2013). World Fertility Data 2012 (POP/DB/Fert/Rev2012). Taiwan’s data see Department
of Household Registration Affairs, Ministry of the Interior (2014). Retrieved from
http://www.ris. gov.tw/zh_TW/346.
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Aging Society and the Response of Family and Succession Laws in Taiwan:

Focused on Adult Guardianship and the Protection for Surviving Spouse

Sieh-chuen Huang*

This article attempts to illustrate the response of family and succession
laws to population aging in Taiwan by analyzing the recent legal reforms of
adult guardianship and marital property regime. To begin with, the new
adult guardianship law enacted in 2009 aims to support the elderly to
perform juristic behaviors, which is an improvement from the old
interdiction as a result of the gradually increased number of users,
However, the restrictions to an individual's legal capacity, in addition to the
inflexibility to customize it according to his/her requirements, as well as the
endowment of excessive power of guardian but with finite supervision may
not conform to the standard of the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities, On the other hand, according to Taiwan’s statutory
matrimonial regime, the right to claim for distribution of the remainder of
the property was first introduced into Taiwan’s Civil Code in 1985, It comes
in effect at the termination of a marriage due to divorce or the death of
spouse, Therefore, in the case where the deceased spouse’s individual
gains is more than the surviving party, the deceased party (and his/her
heirs) is obliged to pay half of the remaining property to the surviving
person, Furthermore, only the remaining property left after the
aforementioned claims can be divided equally among the spouse and
children according to the rule of succession law. As a result, the total
acquisition through the claim of remaining property and inheritance is

sufficient to maintain a certain standard of living for the aged surviving

* Associate Professor, College of Law, National Taiwan University,
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spouse. As the marriage length varies in every couple, this method is
believed to lead to a more reasonable and fair solution rather than solely
adopting the rule of succession, Nevertheless, legislators and commentators
in Taiwan have been experiencing a debate on the inheritability and
transferability of the claim of remaining property. The entanglement has
caused the Civil Code to be amended several times in the past thirty years,
yet this issue hardly existed in court cases, showing there is still a long way
to reach a consensus outcome, Finally, in addition to the aforementioned
legal reforms, court cases also play a significant role in reconstructing family

and succession laws to meet the needs of aging society.
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Source: WHO (2014). World Health Statistics. Retrieved from http://apps.who.int/iris/
bitstream/10665/112738/1/9789240692671_eng.pdf?ua=1, Taiwan's data see Department
of Statistics, Ministry of the Interior (2014). Retrieved from http://www.moi.gov.tw/
stat/life. aspx.
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Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division
(2013). World Population Prospects: The 2012 Revision, Retrieved from http://esa.un,
org/unpd/wpp/Excel-Data/EXCEL_FILES/1_Population/WPP2012_POP_F09_1_PERCENTAGE_
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1970 4.00 5.74 2.1 4,27 2.45 2.02
2.36
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1.86 1.66

1995 1.78 (1994) 1.39 (1996) 2,01 1.25

2005 1.12 1.33 1.22 1.14 2.04 1.33
1.47 - 2.08

2010 0.90 (2008) 1.35 1.31 (2008) 1.37

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population
Division (2013). World Fertility Data 2012 (POP/DB/Fert/Rev2012). Taiwan’s data see
Department of Household Registration Affairs, Ministry of the Interior (2014).
Retrieved from http://www.ris.gov.tw/zh_TW/340.
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