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Being Parents, Doing Class: Parenting Narratives,
Childrearing Practice, and Class Inequality in Taiwan

Pei-Chia Lan

Department of Sociology, National Taiwan University

The dominant repertoire of childrearing in Taiwan has greatly
transformed under Western influences over the last two decades. Parents of
different class backgrounds, however, have uneven access to relevant
cultural resources; this not only shapes their varied styles of childrearing but
also impacts their children’s life chances in the changing educational
environment. Through in-depth interviews and household observations, this
paper compares middle-class and working-class parents in terms of their
narratives of parenthood, parent-child interactive styles, and educational
strategies. I criticize the literature on childrearing and class reproduction for
reducing social class to dichotomous categories determined by economic
structure; I also contest the assumption that class habitus continues across
generations. The case of Taiwan shows that parents may change the habitus
inherited from the family of origin through deliberate reflection and that
parenting constitutes a social field of negotiating class boundaries. My
research demonstrates ambiguities and contradictions in the everyday
practice of parenting, including a gap between cultural scripts and parent-
child interactions, and a clash between family life and school expectation.
Neither the middle class nor the working class is a homogenous group
without internal divides. Based on two coordinates—parents’ volumes and
composition of capitals (economic, cultural, social, and symbolic capitals)
and their orientation toward the pursuit of “goods” (prioritizing competitive
mobility or natural development), I map a “field of parenting” to analyze the
process of boundary-making, in which parents are “doing class” in
everyday family life.

Keywords: childrearing, childhood, social class, habitus, education
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[ BN BOEE ]~ | BEREEE—T 8 | S8 23
BRSBTS KA - e NRER/ N OEENE - H
ANEFER ~ TR A RIREREZZRAER o BSHaEitg - 252
HREARBEUEMIHFIIIEE - B8 ZEEA > B EF I
IRt & NP ISR  EF AR E E, -

BIBH IS Em AT — o A BARERY B - KRBT A8 L
TEEEZ - ° B BT RREFRER AR TR & S fuEE
I - B RS ERFE TR BR A S AUE T8 R - HR - ARHY
AEREREZTFIRITE » BERRET KRR EEZ
H o [ ZRYZE | (permissive parenting) » JEEHH 1930 FALIRTER
Bt o 5 = S 7 R S (Stearns 2003) - ERAUHERVE BUS S 1E
BRI o RSN FIRER AR [ BS AR ) AUes: iR EE
BZRRZERN [ B - &k FEZE L - EREHEE S
A CZFHERISESIRIMET - HEBERTEHEAIRRESE
TRER TG BALE L » DI BB Ry T AR FHUAIE /) RREEHIE A
TEARFIAAE ~ 1 ~ (BT B EEI S -

BEEAERS | FE LA | (dominant cultural repertoire) » B
BRI~ BRI FERERE [ BB | - 55 8GR
ARER TR T BRI S L ERE TR - [BHERE R E LR
&~ BJBAREE o TH - KRFHEE—ERRE » LBRHER -
TIREAE R BE A TE BT A RIEE A - TAGRE 2 R Ess T
e+ ZEACRHEREZE WA SRR E (R - HEFE o« AR
NEIFERALERT G ACR] » FE KR AR RIS Bl 22 BE R > W&

1 GHaysAF F /2010 £ 2% 0.895 0 42w R > 5] A NEGER P BE 2R AN >
http://www.tis.gov.tw/zh TW/346 (Z4H A 3 : 2014/4/29) -

2 WA w3R(2006) 0 7K R F1(2007)

3 RERRBEKMI P EFRRER - B A BRR<ATFRT>RAELITONEINT 0 H
w5 A P 1 3% # Lan (2014a) o
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ACREAY T & B AR AT T A8 EORIRE R B2 75 =X SUATe 21
ZHIBL B - RIIDRZ Fit & 224 Rt © Melvin Kohn (1963)#5
B T R B E BB AR - RS EE AR E
+ o BB T RERERE R T SRR IRSE o Pierre Bourdieu (1984; Bourdieu
&Passeron 1977AIFER » BT ARIRESRAERFEEREAR ~ ik -
PERARIELE - R T FERRBACRA A o

Annette Lareau (2003)4E4E - 7R ER Gman B #i 28 B REAT » B3R
RERSRA R RIEE AN ERIZESR o BEFREERSRACRERAT [ AE
FFs | (concerted cultivation)fy /5= : A LAEE] ~ W ELHER AR
(HIEEERENES) - RSB/ NI B FRGERE ) - KRR [ 3B
MEan R RN - AR MBI ARR - BffmzEE
JEE R EZEE REYRE - BORRE IR IEE M ASRSENE - NMEREH#
FRERIBUR » WAl NZIREGRIAEE o ERREE TR B

[ HERIRZ ] (sense of entitlement) » AR B CHIMER LG - HB)
ERARE AR HRSSEIT o 25 LSRR E 8 SR A Sl AE I
[ ZZ 7% T HRE K | (accomplishment of natural growth) : /|N% =+ 52 5 &
RV R » TRBRBUNE - KB ZEE TR » AAFE Tk
BRI, o IR REWIZE TR E BRZENFEBIR - it &iEis
DEHE LR » M E AT SERA (A R SRR - T e
HIBR S TERET - ERMEE S AE D EL TR [RIRE ] (sense
of constraint) » {HFIIRIEEAC A REH] - EHRIFEEE ITEIRES5EHI &
HEEE -

B Lareau (2003) A9 756 WA+ BHLET - B b » MG RERIR R
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i E B B B e R - MR AR ~ 25 LRERE TERIE R
FEAS o TR AT TR R S (Rl 525 Bl 5 AU AL (positions) » 72 T
[ FE#BETE | (class process)Ay434fT(Reay 1998) 5 BEARAEBNEH TRIE
FERALRIBCE A » ADARESR RS RS REAE A [ 43 ~ #5¢ (boundary-
making ) H3E72(Lamont 2000) » 0 #EEBH R E B P A A R BOBURE
B EAZG & /57 (Irwin and Elley 2011) o

R » Lareau HURFSE3EFRFE B 1EE (habitus) #Y A RIEE - (HARIE
BEavam A REH R U 32 B AT TR 2 > FE75R > /2 Kohn ffTER
AIBSCE(EE » 502 Bourdieu AR RERYFE R SR IEAY TLAUE K o AHEE
» EE & AR R BN E BRI - B RIEEE WAt A IR
##(Levey Friedman 2013) ; 55 | » BRERFERHR A/ EED
e [ RRERSE | RERK - 3E EBRVBERNAE
RE - MORBIFHGE BRI St AR E - FRREE IR
FETEmR A o (REERE BRI T3ALBISR - AR EA AR SR
MENPCREAATE (R - R 2002 5 HREJE 2008 ) - & B
RERE BN FE AR L L -

BERAEIT - RER MR AR AU UIRSS - EREE
REREL(2000)FFERTE AR HEIRLhEEL [ 314 ) SRt - BB FRA
W AREHCESZ FHIEEEE AR F - (HISEH A IREmEs « RE
MEEERZERT [ 2HA ] » R EEA T &R #r R AR
B DU ~ fEEE K o RERFRIE(E(Zelizer 1985) » BF|—
AR R R B 22 B o B RYIH A R AR 5 R AT
WHTF0 ~ TR ~ SBe%e /520 (SRR ~ 3£ 1997) - TR
SR B > Z0E TR MR  MRAVERRL (POCBE - £

4 Lareau (Q003)IRAE M AHEEE M | — R LA FEM | R TH LOSEER
R o BRI P L B B IR B AR S H A o R BRI R A
S B S IN P VS TS VS L LTS ST
BE TR R RA LY AR E B — 2T AR TAES A A
Hyag B o IR E R ERRSUHFTRE > T RLOS KB GAREY
/\o
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B 1995) o AT - B2 ARH [ IR | EARE R B
FAED > 200~ FTEOLARE S ABEOR - THERRHEEERNE
(GFFER ~ DL 1997) » ERAARHERIEEEEZRER A [ 5
#EAGR ] (MOt~ EER 1995) - MRERE - ARZET LIS
T EERWSE > (ML EF PRI « B8 AR E R ER

ORISR - B BRI R (VAR BRI
3 -

PR A o0 Tl DA T O BB, - A ss sl R JERY B - B
BEGYM I AR R B BN EN SR 2 AR A B B — M HE AR AR
Ba(lived experience) - SAEEIEFE RS HIRE - BHREAYEIFEE ? 22
A — T - FIEEEE Bourdieu fYFEZH T.E. » FRENEE 2B
FFURRAIFHEIE - B—AHE > B TEEEE Bourdieu » {EH
AR A - SRR RA RS BOE ~ 1B R HEZR > DURFER
RINER S o

Bourdieu HIFS R I s BIEAMH AN RIS R A AR A i e 1 B A
BRI - B » ERNSEMRK (B~ (b~ it FHEREEAR) H
FHA B > A AT DR o e R 20 SR B 20 - thmT DAREAR G5
P RHIMAIE IR A SRS RB G TRIAETF » HR » BAANE
FMARIRIZ R Tt & 22/ > Wit [ 5 | (feld) iRt o RRIMIHS
AR IR NVE B SR AR - (B EM B Ok FEEEE
M DAELAOPE RS VR A I BT ~ HERR ~ 15007 - SRRV ERES o TAER X
oo AR ~ 25 TSR EHEERYIE 558 » (HLUEER A
RERIEE RIS R - BRI F & AR SR 2 5B Re
AR o BABEERIRE B —(EFE R CAE Rt & 22 FE 44
TEREHFEREEErE A RR o

PR FEIRIEIR - NMEW R ETRIEE - R ESEEE
AISETTS* - Berverley Skeggs (1997)7E 533855 T RE#R 22 PHERUAE B
ZVEH > 5 H Bourdieu FY I FRIEE [ /0T (B S MR A2 68 S8 BT
FBHAES > B A5 SR BRI E 352 — e
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AL o iheRFARE R SEVER —EBUR LRYGRARIEZE - R T2 TR
e B [ 17 J& f5 & | (structure of feelings)ak [ [ & &Y 1% #% B 15 |
(emotional politics of class) » EMMES BEIERE » BFIHE ~ £
&~ IR B0 B CAGEEIRE [ it (getitright) (p. 6,90) o Skeggs
faH) - HERSRAER T B ENEE - NRBEER MRS F2L
EimAHRYE RE(normaley) » NGRS LRSS ASEERE AL - &
R A A TR T ERSR R E ~ ERRER R - PR
XAERRAHE R AR SHR SRR - T4 EERAIEEBRE - X0
BB R B EF -

Margaret Archer (2007)#tZF Bourdieu FU#5HEE &8 [ > RETEH
BULE B MR —2 > [F]2(homology) o Archer Z8Fu{E AR S
EHREENME RN TR HIRRR & > WM eont & 07 EHET & T6E
BARFERITENER - © Z 5] Archer AYRLZE - FRIEGHRBTR 2 X B
(reflexivity) W EE - FiplE EER [ f55  SUbEAGRERIASEE |
[R#(Archer 2007: 47) » AMEARE B CRIA ariSBaEF SRR A - &
77 [ NYE#I5E | (internal conversation) o R[EIF B | AU SEE
PEENERERENRR - [ 8] BEBETEAMHEE AR
ERERIEERZEE o A&l - TR AR G AR H B/ BRI

(WZEReH] ~ 228 ) FAHERE » IR EREE mRR O -
Wl @ R B O R ESE RARIRIEE T R E BRI A
BORIVEE - ESEEECHIIEE -

Andrew Sayer (2008)th#t7F Bourdieu f&iit &1 TEILAVRA @352
HNEARER  WEE T RS MG EmEETME - A [ 424 ] (goods)
A SR FETB AR 4TS /720 - HPEERIEE AT REEA

[ S8R ] o IR R AL FIUSEE B - BRIRRIIHRFEG

5 AXRAEWEEZESWREREAY - HEB K BRI ER R R IR HBIE -

6 HEBBEENRE FRCEABEALGLRMAUETFRE  TARETANE
R AXEHRDZAAATETROBUMEG - LA LE - CERIEF (FREERE
Rd) RFRBRHAT » ATH AL ATEIERGERRE ~ L AREA T TR -
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8 - [ FEEEEEEE T [ NEaR ] - MRS TS
P IE  SHIER TS ERBE - RES A0S » T
RPN RSEIIE S » T DU BB S R R [ B Bl
)+ TR 2RI BB A BRI RRBER o HER » AT SRR R
[ B | HOME - 3RS REIRAR T » ERRSMrTS
53

WD > BASETRERE S BEEER - S RE RN
Rg~ B BTG [ HBACE | JE0R QBB AE R
(narrative understanding) » ARARREAL B AR AT 2 THITE
BB R [ BRI | FRHR A I BT R IR BB 1 S AL
4 - AR B AR [ BEEEE ) AR
15 H 3 R TR BRSO ~ BT S BB o ACTIEE [ R
(doing class)FBREAIR » BASoR HUR M OB » ERE
e E SRR M B AR R R s SR PR T A o ]
e TR L R AT A R 5 — TS R L85

—  BERIEBYEE | AR - ARG S0 it
7~ SAARN TR « RS E I TR EEE -
SETT ST R RAGEIRACE « BEWARRIRT ? AR T4
SR LRI I » BB R AR — AT 2 £
T2 SR AT A 0 9 FH A B S S TR o B R 2

— - BEREBEITEE | SR RERRE R - AR

H ' B 1E 2 MR BRI PTG B2 ? M ar e 2eE B ERaEf
PR SR « EAREEE RSN » DURSE R ?
7 Sayer f&E 3 3k FE AL IHBIE TS SRIASN 0 IR B E WIHB ARSI R A B 0 A

#ogE & (B 10) - PS4 P 5 F B A& FIGRAR % A He 04 (the posh) ~ % #4(the good)
8 TReme og  B9AZ A > S A oM £ & F # T M % (doing gender) (West and

Zimmerman 1987) ~ T f# % & | (doing difference) (West and Fenstermaker 1995) a4 4% 4 »
FRFAMF R R RLINEABAGERAR A E > MAZBEAANBTAETEER
ER BR O BT MG B (ageney) e A ZHERE o A IEHAS R T AR RITIRE
B G AR ARIR o b R EEE THBe | TR ER AR
SBEGHHRETFETRE  BRIITEEK VAR SR SR EFNEFT
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EARIEEL B CHRARZEE TR ? Rt pl558: - WtEE
EMERMER > T  ARE ERE A LR 27

= DRk

AR EEZERI—ER > - £E 2009-2011 ~ 2012-2013 =
FHRBMEAS E A REEEER - Bt > HMEEGEI T
EEFI IR A/ NS THEF RS - 2 BIREE G ERER ((2ta
el » AL REERVN) ~ BEESS TR (Rt Ent
[ AL EEVN ) ~ FEEE RS TR (LI E RN - bk
AR ) DURIEER G 18 S AR T E R (DR E R - bf
HEEN )  BFHERATERGE T —2HIEZ « BEE -2 -
W BB A—FT R ( BERTEE) - BELREY - TS
B HAZHPERE - EEE - B EEEE) - BERAT BN
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BIMERBELRRAGR R - A RV E R R - £ MK

(DEHBIEEIT) EITRRARERRK o SEEIIRDUR B A
5 EHA R E SRS - WINAZEIAR § FLERERE R
— IR RRIECEREAZE] o TFFL5ERR B 46 ERET 67 LXK (&
42~ 8225) ke 6 o iERRmRRInE ARy (THAES ~ THAC 1) HOVRAGHRK
WHMBE SRR AR T - WEVHI A EEATEOES E (PE
PR RIFENIDERE » 25 TFER S HIENR ) - SR G #F 2T
B> DUMEET TR T (coding) o 55 =FEEAE R ERZH T A By
HEFEIZE - MBI RPEE T 2 ERE - HEEERKREL
& FERFEEDME AR L - REERPRIERZERH o

9 RXARGRE SRR > B E AT E ) AGAE o 2L G EEFIERATGMLA ST -
WAL EFEZL -
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BIE OO - IoA# - HEB/NYREEATEGEYERENE
REEFg8 » AR > SER B TR R AR RIRER - KT SRR
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F— TR E TSR Z R REAEMER] ~ REAIRE -
HWEERE L o ZHXRNER SN P =18 A TRE (N4
ERFPHHTRERSE) - S TREGREEE (LERHBR) &R+
B ECE R PERSR AR E RS IR S A T
% o TEHAIHFERI R 55 TRERERR - BRFF SR Bl ~ B ~ A
JEEFERIHTE AR « WEB/NELF 14%5R B IEBUBIERE » 1§
TE BN LLB B sz 20% o Bhjtt - ZEHER S T —ERNFTER
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TEREBAIERNFE L BARENTINSRE 18 (XBHSZED
—AN) BEERE (&KRHE) BEFERPEMBNER s —  HRE%
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EREH : PEMRBIENE RS — & TR EE RN EE - |
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10 AHFReY T B ZTHH A 1960 2] 1979 F2 M - HFHF eymA P F (the gross
enrollment rate, GER ) £ 1976 4% 15.4% ~ 1985 5% 20.8% > &5 2 H+ 5] 1995 84
39.4% ~ 2000 445 56.1% > 2010 F8] % ik 83.8% - 5] A KA 43R > MR ST
& 4 M A # o http//www.edu.tw/pages/detail.aspx? Node=3973&Page=20272& WID=
31d75a44-efff-4c44-a075-15a9¢eb7aecdf (ZFH B #7 : 5/20/2014) -
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