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Abs’rroc’r writing

The abstract is arguably the most important part of your paper.
If you are unable to impress reviewers in the first 300 words,
it is unlikely they will consider your paper for publication.

Let’s begin by looking at how an abstract should be structured.
(Why did you begin this study?)
(What did you study?)
(How did you study it?)
(What did you discover?)

(Implications and Applications)

Now, let’s look at an example.

Although the language is typical of a research paper, it should
not be too difficult for most readers to understand.

We selected a topic familiar to nearly everyone, namely
“choosing a movie”. We have also included some statistical jar-
gon to make the paper appear more serious, but you may disre-
gard these sections, because that’s what EVERYBODY does.

The Role of Movie Selection in Domestic Disputes

In recent weeks, considerable effort has been dedicated to the
advancement of my career. Long hours and tight deadlines have
left me exhausted both physically and mentally. In addition, my
spouse has begun complaining that we seldom spend time
together and almost never go out.

It was decided that an evening spent in a movie theatre would
help to overcome the exhaustion and malaise we were
suffering. Unfortunately, the selection of a movie proved
problematic, due to the difficulties associated

with satisfying both partners.

Researchers conducted a thorough examination of the relevant
literature to compile a list of candidate entertainment. Entries
were categorized according to genre and a panel of movie crit-
ics was consulted as to the relative merits of each film. A survey
was then conducted in which each interested party listed their
movie preferences using a 5-point Lickert scale, ranging from 1
for “Have been dying to see this” to 5 “Would rather eat ground
glass”. To verify the reliability and validity of the scale, confirma-
tory factor analysis was employed for parameter estimation.

The Cox proportional hazard regression model was used to
evaluate the probability of surviving the evening, after adjust-
ing for confounding factors, including a refusal on the part my
better half to view any movie in the genre of “Action”

and the enduring popularity of the parameter

“George Clooney”.

In summary, this study discovered that personal preferences
related to movie choice are far outweighed by the need
to maintain domestic harmony.

Personal vs. Impersonal

This abstract obviously focuses far too much on the first person
and your abstract should be kept as impersonal as possible.
The sample letter on the following page includes a

shortened abstract to illustrate this point.
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Journal of Researcher Contentment
July 19, 2011

Dear Sir/Madame:

Please find enclosed our manuscript entitled “The Role of Movie Selection in Domestic Disputes”,
which we would like to submit for publication as a Regular Article in the
Journal of Researcher Contentment.

In this article:

Long hours and tight deadlines render many researchers physically and mentally exhausted and
spouses are often neglected, leading to domestic instability.

This study conducted a thorough investigation of available celluloid entertainment possibilities as
well as a self-administered questionnaire, to identify the diversion best suited to overcoming spousal
frustration.

Our results indicate that genre, stars, and the reputation of directors are subordinate to the desires
of the spouse. Action movies were identified as poison to a relationship, and romantic comedies
(particularly those featuring George Clooney) were found to be the best alternative among the

available choices.

We are sure these findings will be of great interest to researchers generally, and particularly to those
with wives/husbands or girl/boyfriends. We believe that the Journal of Researcher Contentment
would be the ideal platform for us to share these results with the international research community.

We confirm that this manuscript has not been published elsewhere and is not under consideration by
another journal. All authors have approved the manuscript and agree with submission to Journal of
Researcher Contentment. The study was supported by a grant from [Funding body/bodies and/or
sponsor]. The authors have no conflicts of interest to declare.

Please address all correspondence to:
Department of Editing and Translation,
University of Acceptediting
3-C, No.75, Xianzheng 11th Street,
Zhubei City, Hsinchu County 302,
Taiwan (R.O.C.)

Tel: 03-5585146
E-mail: service@acceptediting.tw

We look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,

Ariel Ciou

Writing Quote
Keep in mind that you are more interested in what you have to say than anyone else.

- Andy Rooney
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The name says it all. The offbeat humor of Dan Pirarro has been
a mainstay of syndication for years.
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