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Abstract:

The rise of Taiwan's independent labor union movement has been
buttressed by rank-and-file workers brotherhood, rather than class identity.
Brotherhood is an everyday culture of solidarity that strengthens the internal
cohesion and makes possible collective action against an external threat but
at the same time vaguely defines the boundary of workers themselves. This
paper analyzes the evolution of brotherhood in a labor union. Since the late-
1980s, grassroots solidarity has helped the nascent independent union to
withstand the repression from management and the KMT. But beginning in
the mid-1990s, the limitations of brotherhood became visible. On the one
hand, brotherhood excluded certain members and failed to focus on class
issues that were more directly related to union members. On the other hand,
under the pressure of privatization and enterprise reform, the scope of
brotherhood was progressively narrowed. As a faulty mobilizing resource,
brotherhood led to union's fratricide, which explained the reason why

Taiwan's labor union movement stagnated as a whole.
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