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Anti-Extradition Movement in Taiwan: An

Analysis of Contentious Gatherings

Ming-sho Ho

Professor
Department of Sociology

National Taiwan University

Abstract

This article studies the anti-extradition movement in Taiwan by looking
at contentious gatherings. Hongkongers’ opposition to extradition against
China’s legal authorities found widespread support in Taiwan and gave rise to
an intensified wave of mobilization, which was quite unusual since it was not
a domestic issue after all. Taiwan’s campaign was promoted by different civil-
society actors and evenly spread geographically. Most of the initiators were
Taiwanese, and due to their status limitation, Hongkongers’ actions typically
needed Taiwanese’s help. While students and advocacy groups played the
leading role, the involvement of the Democratic Progressive Party and other
pro-independence parties was also considerable. Unlike what happened in Hong
Kong, protest actions that were not pre-organized and anonymous were rare.
Despite their different motivations, the participation of political parties, students,
advocacy groups, churches, and lawyers represented a resurgence of those
social forces that undergirded the 2014 Sunflower Movement. Finally, what
happened in Taiwan cannot be easily subsumed under the idea of Hongkongers’
“international front” because what happened in Taiwan involved widespread and
spontaneous participation and involvement of pro-independence. In addition,
Hongkonger activists also see Taiwan as a direct extension of their home front.

Keywords: Anti-Extradition Movement, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Contentious
Events.
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