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Please make a short statement within 200 Chinese characters based on the
candidate’s handbill, to be his speech at the political convention. The statement
should include the following information: 1.What is he running for? 2.What is
his education? 3.What is his political party? 4.What are his political views?

Grading will be on the basis of fluency 10%, content 5%, grammar 5%.
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Chinese V-O Separable Words in Second Language Acquisi-
tion: Exemplified by “¢ou2piao4” and “bidye4”

Li-ping Chang
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

This paper aims to explore the acquisition of Chinese V-O separable words
by speakers of non-native Chinese through the analysis of 217 writing essays or
assignments. Chinese V-O separable words are very unique to other languages, so
the causes of errors may not be associated with students’ own mother tongues.
However, from the analysis on different types of errors, it may be observed that
students’ uses of Chinese V-O separable words are correlated with their learning
materials, which do not provide the common usage of V-O separable words in
real contexts. Therefore, to aid speakers of non-native Chinese to acquire the us-
age of V-O separable words, here are some suggestions for textbook writers: (1)
to clearly label V-O separable words; (2) to state the variation of transitivity in
these words; (3) to provide the typical and common usage; (4) to introduce their
grammatical behaviors according to the principles of pedagogical grammar; (5)
to provide learners concrete and suitable contexts to raise their awareness of the
differences between “phrase-like forms” and “word-like forms” of Chinese V-O

separable words.

Key words: V-O separable word, error type, transitivity, interlanguage, Chinese

as a second language, second language acquisition



