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The usage of some sentence patterns by L2 Chinese learners:
A corpus-based study

Li-ping Chang
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

This study aims to explore the salient linguistic features of
Chinese syntactic structures across the CEFR levels. It takes Ba
sentences, Bei sentences, and Lian sentences as examples to examine
their usage in terms of occurrence frequency, errors, and sub-
structures produced by L2 Chinese learners. The research is based on
corpus linguistics method, by comparing the sentences in a learner (L2)
corpus and a native-speaker (L1) corpus. The L2 corpus which
consists of more than 1.14 million Chinese words from novice
proficiency to advanced learners’ texts is mainly from the computer-
based writing Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language (TOCFL). The
L1 corpus is the Academia Sinica balanced corpus. According to the
statistical significance criterion proposed by Hawkins and Buttery
(2010), these specific structures are used as the criterial features to
classify different proficiency levels.

Keywords: Mandarin Chinese, sentence pattern, criterial feature,
learner corpus, error analysis
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