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The error types of the modal verb “£-
A corpus-based study

Abstract
The modal verbs are difficult for L2 leaners. Most studies of learners’ usage focus on the confusion among
different modal verbs. This study analyzes the data in both HSK and TOCFL learner corpora and finds the
omission of 2% is the most obvious. Furthermore, different language background learners’ corpora including
Japanese, English, Korean, Vietnamese, Indonesia and Thai are observed to identify whether the omission is
universal. The analysis of omission phenomenon is provided and suggests using the corpus tool to assist teaching

and learning.
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