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The study of the vocabulary size at the CEFR levels for
CFL/CSL learners

Li-ping Chang
Mandarin Training Center, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The study aims to explore the relationship between the vocabulary size and
learners’ Chinese proficiency based on the Common European Framework of
Reference (CEFR, Council of Europe, 2001) six levels. The research method is
corpus-based. The source of the corpus is mainly from the computer-based writ-
ing Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language (TOCFL) which is designed according
to the CEFR. So far, the learner corpus consists of more than 1 million Chinese
characters from A2 to C1 levels. The paper discusses the question from the as-
pects of text coverage calculation, wordlists of teaching materials and cognitive
learning. The results suggest the vocabulary size for A2 level is 1000; B1 level is
2300-3000; B2 level is 4500-5000; C level is 8000-10000.

Keywords : vocabulary size, wordlist, learner corpus, coverage, CEFR
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