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[ Abstract ] This paper used both literature research and field work to study three cases of community

forests in Japan, America and Taiwan.

We found that the management of these forests laid emphasis

on public participation in the decision-making and implementation processes. Public participation could

ensure a fair play of input allocation and output distribution in forest management works.

Fairness was

also a necessary condition for the community forests to be managed sustainably. Well specific property
rights, small geographic boundary and close social networks were positive factors for public
participation and monitoring, which could enhance the performance of community forest management.

[ Key words ] Community forest, Forest management, Natural resource management, Public

participation.
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Fig. 1  The flow chart of the study.
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Table 1 Comparisons of three community forest cases in Japan, America and Taiwan.
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Table 2 Tools of public participation of community forests in Japan, America and Taiwan.
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