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The global view
EXTENT OF FOREST RESOURCES

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

FIGURE  65 Forest area, 2005  

Percentage of land area by country  
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FIGURE  66 Annual net change in forest area, 

2000–2005  
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FIGURE  68 Vulnerable and endangered tree species
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FIGURE  67 Percentage of forest area designated for 

conservation, 2005
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FOREST HEALTH AND VITALITY

FIGURE  69 UN-ISDR/GFMC Global Wildland Fire Network
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SOURCE: International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) and Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC).
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PRODUCTIVE FUNCTIONS OF FOREST 
RESOURCES

FIGURE  70 Share in global wood volume in forests, 2005  
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The global view
FIGURE  71 Growing stock per hectare, 2005
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PROTECTIVE FUNCTIONS OF FOREST 
RESOURCES

SOCIO-ECONOMIC FUNCTIONS

FIGURE  74 Consumption of wood products, 2003  

Percentage of global consumption in roundwood equivalents
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FIGURE 72 Designated primary functions of forests, 

2005
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FIGURE 73 Ten countries with largest area of  

protective forest plantations, 2005
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TABLE 37

Status and trends of forest-sector employment, value added and exports by region

Region 2000
Change in absolute values,

1990–2000

Employment Value added Exports Employment Value added Exports

(million) (%) (US$ billion) (%) (US$ billion) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Africa 0.5 4 8 2 3 2 6 5 60

Asia and the Pacific 5.6 43 88 25 20 14 10 –2 51

Europe 3.6 28 90 25 71 49 –12 –14 58

Latin America and the 

Caribbean
1.2 10 30 9 6 4 39 46 90

Near East 0.4 3 3 1 <1 <1 28 –14 169

North America 1.5 12 136 38 44 31 –1 10 33

All tropical countries 3.0 24 48 14 16 11 23 34 47

All temperate countries 9.9 76 306 86 128 89 –1 –2 50

World 12.9 100 354 100 144 100 4 1 50

NOTE: The changes in value added and exports are changes in the real value of these items (i.e. adjusted for inflation).  

SOURCE: FAO, 2004a.

The global view
FIGURE  75 Trends in net trade of forest products by 

region

US$ billion

NOTE: A positive value indicates net export. A negative value indicates net import. 
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FIGURE  76 Global trends in formal forest sector 

employment
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LEGAL, POLICY AND INSTITUTIONAL 
FRAMEWORK

FIGURE  77 Ownership of forests by subregion
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The global view

The National Forest Programme Facility (see www.fao.org/

forestry/site/30766/en) is a funding mechanism hosted 

by FAO that supports active stakeholder participation at 

the country level in the development and implementation 

of national forest programmes. It focuses on capacity-

building and information-sharing, and offers information 

services on national forest programmes worldwide.

The Facility stimulates participation in the national 

forest programme process by providing grants directly to 

stakeholders in partner countries through a competitive 

and transparent process. Its overall objective is to assist 

countries in developing and implementing national 

forest programmes that effectively address local needs 

and national priorities and reflect internationally agreed 

principles. Informed and broad participation is the key to 

achieving this objective.

Since it was created in 2002, the Facility has 

developed partnerships with 42 countries and four 

subregional organizations; it has allocated US$6 million

under 220 grants to stakeholders, about 70 percent of 

which are non-governmental (see figures). Facility grants 

have supported the participation of stakeholders in 

formulating policies and strategies, broadening national 

forest programmes and developing new legal, fiscal and 

institutional instruments. The Facility has also launched 

information-sharing initiatives.

BOX 4 National Forest Programme Facility

National Forest Programme Facility partners  

Country support, 2002–2006
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