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Abstract
The postwar influx of migrants from Mainland China— “Mainlanders”
— rapidly and significantly increased ethnic diversity in Taiwan. Previous
research comparing their socioeconomic attainments with those of native
Taiwanese— “Islanders’ —has consistently identified the first group’s
advantages. However, such ethnic differences have apparently decreased over
time. Factors commonly used to explain Taiwan’s ethnic inequality generally
fail to account for the Mainlanders’ inability to reproduce their socioeconomic
advantages across generations. In this paper we focus on the question of why
ethnic gaps in education and occupational status have narrowed or closed
over time. Using TSCS data collected over several years, we first demonstrate
how the two groups have converged in terms of years of education and first
occupation status. Next, we use the population census to examine ethnic
segregation by college major and occupation, and report that Mainlanders
are more likely than Islanders to major in the humanities. Our analysis of a
separate set of TEPS data suggests that this is a result of the Mainlanders’

comparative advantage in language skills. Consistent with their choice of
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major, Mainlanders are also less likely to hold jobs that are conducive to

“rent-generating” assets. We therefore argue that the cultural and linguistic
affinity, plus the higher concentration of public sector workers among early
generation Mainlanders living on Taiwan, have all affected their descendents’
strategies for both educational and commercial success. As an unintended
consequence, occupational segregation by ethnicity has accelerated the
equalization process, thereby accounting for (at least in part) the convergence

and possible reversal of trends in educational and occupational inequalities.

Keywords: Ethnic inequality, ethnic homophily, cultural capital
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BRSNS THRERE ) B THEBERE) » N EERELEE
BHME TIEEME ) A RERHETAE - AEEEN P IRREHY B RRIFIREE RN
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WA EARER B - BRSO BRIEE AN E A H A
LRI TR » IIESUEERAE F R B S O HIEAER - L -
SALEARIE ATREE G EEE T ~ MErELUER » R EERE A S HY
BEAr o AEAR LIRAG P LR EAURIRER - fERFIRAER 5 BOCEBURRIEE
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T NEREE R ARE ERYMG > B AR T BB RER
RBI% (Lin 1998 : MEIERAIFEE 1999) - gl - HHIK R avs
B R RO o A B8 e B B IR ER YRR - IR FERZ A AR RS 2
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3. ERHERE R & & A (Ethnic homophily and social capital )

DURRRE it & & A (505 7 SR AN A S (amadt - 8 JE AU
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[GEREAIFEETHAL 2 Lieberson (1961) f&HIAEEE—(Ef% R#IE (migrant
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gerhr) TIEAIE{LEEE ) (segmented assimilation theory) (Portes and
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Bonacich 1976; Wilson 2003; Wilson 1978 ) &5 EEEFHBH IR ZE L& 5 H -
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R E U & E AP A SRR - R A ZERY E H N
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E M - BEIFHE A IS B 2R E B UIRIRE - BB i ae
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B EE RN B EFTF - KRV > WEEIME ANBRE
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FRZERT ORISR ) AL Brant EERRUB PRI - K AIHE
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(—) BB ERRIE S,

HIS YR I A & B E e RAE BB LI RS A7 A R
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Bk —  SPEARARAG KT RRE AL ZFE » AMERT
ey A3 o

() JeHe PRt & & A

ASCH T A BGEREA BRI - b AR A R RS T TR
FUUEBRBIHIES) - 353 ROoULRIBGENE - S8R B R A
B > W BRI S E AN RN - (RGN - R
FrrEnt e & AT DEEE P SO ERE - RS HEER RS
] (homosocial reproduction) ZRE{iT (Kanter 1977) > SRR
ANPEF LR o RBEEHSHE (ethnic economy ) IR AR R » REEAE
g DR > T REIE BB A HEM MR B P S AR BRI R i & 72
{973 I 2 e W55 2 755 IR & B A P RESEE (ERO 22 ] o

1. = EE BRI A BT BRI R R it & A

EEHIFEE L - Blii] LE R ABA BHTR RS » DISKRErtAS
HATHIES BT —(CHIBE Bk - BRIEZI: - & EL IR & 2 th ]
LLE &SRR SR BRI - (EHF 2 BB E T LA EES -
MR SO EAR LRI - TTRE G BIME LR B 2 B
BRI RN BB - M BB AR B2 Rt (Coleman 1966; Lareau
1987) 55 ~ NSRS ARG » trTge i BTSRRI EAE
FIERE R BLAHEE R © 8= - FHLBIRIIH A2t E B S HEER

FEE M) ThEE (the legitimating function of education) ° & LIRS E
BUHMbR A0 Bl IR RS R A 2 I » el i B e = i S
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fiff IR FRAMTHE R DU R A A AR i Ll e fe et o & AR ] e 1 22
fii] > EL— {18 T2 7 6 B A AEE4R - 20 B 2 L ot B 3 )l AR 1 (T
&) - AIESBBURAIIME L ZHREE AN CRIEEBITEE % - T Re 42810
AR BN EES © IRt N EHBOkAy N B BIsE(L - nT DURI
AAEEFTHHURRE L & B A - BRI RS M REE LRI - SR
PIINE I TIEE - S MEBATHIT R ER » NI RIS AE 2
FH EE BT EEA AR A L% o (HBEEB0R AOTRER 81 K e 2R ARl
ok RERGIAENEAT ~ /N ENE - MR RAE /7%
BHIRIE ELHIE R WAL

B#E= (A) : FHOARFTREN LR > IME AT AR
el @ o A2 P A A AR T e A 3 o

2. W35 LS AT E A IR R T g E A

B—{EErit & AT RE R T - TR SRR E
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17 BEREE X 317 294 305 3400 | .588 .589 589 474 | 339 3874
18 HIEEET F 323 396 .343 502 | .150 222 172 29| .333 531
19 ERIDIEEBMHET X 287 357 317 11987| 311 402 340 15903 | 330 27890
20 {EEBX = 204 111 231 52| .386 421 395 76 | 328 128
21 AOROHERBIKS g 321 .136 316 781 | 345 667 351 174 | 323 955
22 RAfDITED B 272 400 312 2058 | 315 .500 .369 377 | 321 2435
23 IBILRIBRMAS & 277 216 261 138 | 317 418 332 599 | 319 737
24 fORBREEINE F 307 357 308 2858 | .356 .000 .353 761 | 317 3619
25 AORBZEHEAE & 267 362 305 318 .291 290 291 268 | 299 586
26 FEBEBER = 293 299 295 461 | 277 333 298 218 | .296 679
27 EPBERE E 294 188 235 115|330 320 .326 184 | 291 299
28 ZEBM = 111 272 251 347|300 355 347 216 | .288 563
29 F2T\ERETEM = 264 308 277 11621 .320 .420 357 1629 | 287 13250
30 EVSEHEERER F 105 267 176 341|276 329 297 209 | .280 243
31 RHRZEAE F 290 405 291 13794 | 252 342 255 6693 | 279 20487
32 TARTI26M = 260 372 267 6473 | 288 .428 293 3780 | 277 10253
33 BEERAIES X266 259 261 952 | 244 293 283 2063 | 276 3015
34 TBIER 340 243 266 222 .300 346 333 36| 275 258
35 HthT26MRiED & 255 338 265 4351 | 266 410 .282 2822 | 271 7173
36 —HRRIESEM E 228 374 244 4070 | 307 344 312 2209 | 268 6279
37 XEEES 211 242 232 30844 | 257 363 324 19286 | 267 50130
38 RIBERIAMIREE & 211 246 236 10085 | 244 396 .352 3623 | 267 13708
39 MMETREBBAIBAE & 257 222 238 3321 .209 359 294 299 | 265 631
40 fRETER E 267 .167 238 42| 320 250 .286 49 | 264 91
41 BixBIEAS EH 121 234 .176 529 | 387 413 399 331 .262 860
2 MBREE = 236 304 263 1440 | .167 368 .233 116 | 261 1556
43 TET 7260 = 256 296 261 2185|239 .447 259 1191 | 260 3376
44 7280 E 254 296 261 1628 | .197 316 .225 80 | 259 1708
45 {BEFBERIEL X243 300 258 833 | .200 .479 263 213 | 259 1046
46 EHF8 263 248 254 7402 | 303 325 319 533 | 258 7935
47 RELERIIFE X200 213 212 8266 | 332 .350 .349 4108 | 257 12374
48 ROMBEMBFPIE  F 232 277 246 2293 | 250 324 269 1362 | 254 3655
49 BEREFT T80 F 254 336 261 18355 | .222 384 230 6213 | 253 24568
50 ASFIES X205 236 221 7877 | 266 338 297 5731|253 13608
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