
A Each of the following words contains an error in transcription of vowel sounds. There is only one 

possible error but because of differences in varieties of English, there are sometimes alternative possible 

corrections. Make a correct transcription in the space provide after each word.  

                        

 

B Now find the errors (one per word) in transcription of consonant sounds. In each word, there is one 

error, indication an impossible pronunciation of that word by a native speaker of English of any variety. 

Make a correct transcription in the space provide after each word. 

                      

 

C Make a correct transcription of the following words. There is still only one error per word, but it may 

be among the vowels, the consonants, or the stress marks. 

            



D Transcribe the following words or phrases as they are pronounced by either the British or the 

American speaker on the CD. Be careful to put in stress marks at the proper places. Use a phonemic 

transcription, and note which speaker you are transcribing. 

 

E. Hawaiian, now undergoing a revival although spoken natively by only a few hundred people, has the 

following vowels and consonants: i, e, a, o, u, p, k, ʔ, m, n, w, l, h. How many different gestures of the 

tongue and lips do the speakers of this language have to make? Note which are vocalic gestures and 

which are consonantal gestures. 

 

 

 

 

F Pirah , a language spoken by about 300 hunter-gatherers living in the Amazonian rain forest, has only 

three vowels —i, a, o─ and eight consonants─p, t, k, ʔ, b, g, s, h. (ʔ, the glottal stop, does not have 

ny lip or tongue action.) How many different gestures of the tongue and lips do the speakers of this 

language have to make? Note which are vocalic (vowel) gestures and which are consonantal gestures.  

 

 

 

 

G Which of the two transcriptions below is the narrower? 

(For this exercise both transcriptions have been put between square brackets.) 

Betty cried as she left in the plane. 

 

State rules for converting the transcription in (a) above into that in (b). Make your rules as general as 

possible, so that they cover not only this pair of transcriptions but also other similar sentences (for 

example, [t]→[ɾ] when it occurs after a vowel and before an unstressed vowel). 

 

 

 

 



H Transcibe the following phrases as they are pronounced by either the British English or the Emerican 

English speaker on the CD. Say whether the British or American English speaker is being transcribed. 

 

 

I Transcribe the following phrases as they are pronounced by either the British English or the American 

English speaker on the CD. Make both (ɑ) a broad transcription and (b) a narrower transcription. Say 

whether the British or American English speaker is being transcribed.  

 

 



 

 

J Read the following passages in phonetic transcription. The first, which represents a form of British 

English of the kind spoken by Peter Ladefoged, is a broad transcription. The second, which represents an 

American pronunciation typical of a Midwestern or Far Western speaker, is slightly narrower, showing a 

few allophone. By this time, you should be able to read transcriptions of different forms of English, 

although you may have difficulty pronouncing each word exactly as it is represented. Nevertheless, read 

each passage several times and try to pronounce it as indicated. Take care to put the stresses on the 

correct syllables, and say the unstressed syllables with the vowels as shown. Now listen to these 

passages on the CD, and comment on any problems with the transcriptions.  

 



 

 


