
A Studying a new subject often involves learning a large number of technical terms. Phonetics is 

particularly difficult in this respect. Read over the definitions of the terms in Chapter 1 before 

completing the exercises below. Say each of the words, and listen to the sound. Be careful not to be 

confused by spellings. Using a mirror may be helpful. 

 

 

B Describe the consonants in the word skinflint using the chart below. Fill in all five columns, and put 

parentheses around the terms that may be left out, as shown for the first consonant. 



 

C Fill in the names of the vocal organs numbered in Figure 1.14. 

 

 

 



D Figure 1.15 a-g (below) illustrates all the places of articulation we have discussed so far, except for 

retroflex sounds (which will be illustrated in Chapter 7). In the spaces provided below, state (1) the 

place of articulation and (2) the manner of articulation of each sound. In addition, give (3) an 

example of an English word beginning with the sound illustrated. 

 

 

 



E Complete the diagrams in Figure 1.16 below so as to illustrate the target for the gesture of the 

vocal organs for the first consonants in each of the following words. If the sound is voiced, 

schematize the vibrating vocal folds by a wavy line at the glottis. If it is voiceless, use a straight line. 

   

 

F Define the consonant sounds in the middle of each of the following words as indicated in the 

example: 

 



G In the following sets of words the sound of the vowel is the same in every case but one. Circle the 

word that has a different vowel sound. 

 

 

H In the next chapter we will start using phonetic transcriptions. The following exercises prepare for 

this by pointing up the differences between sounds and spelling. 

How many distinct sounds are there in each of the following words? Circle the correct number. 

 

I Figure 1.17 shows the waveform of the phrase Tom saw nine wasps. Mark this figure in a way 

similar to that in figure 1.10. Using just ordinary spelling, show the center of each sound. Also 

indicate the manner of articulation. 

 



J. Make your own waveform of a sentence that will illustrate different manners of articulation. You 

can use the WaveSurfer application that is available on the CD or download it at 

http://www.speech.kth.se.wavesurfer 

 

K Recall the pitch of the first formant (heard best in a creaky voice) and the second formant (heard 

best when whispering) in the vowels in the words heed, hid, head, had, hod, hawed, hood, who’d. 

Compare their formants to those in the first parts of the vowels in the following words: 

 

http://www.speech.kth.se.wavesurfer/

