紅樓夢一百二十回

第十二回　 王熙鳳毒設相思局　賈天祥正照風月鑑
…

鳳姐悄悄道：「放尊重些！別叫丫頭們看了笑話。」賈瑞如聽綸音佛語一般，忙往後退。鳳姐笑道：「你該去了。」賈瑞道：「我再坐一會兒，好狠心的嫂子！」鳳姐又悄悄的道：「大天白日，人來人往，你就在這裏也不方便。你且去，等著晚上起了更你來，悄悄的在西邊穿堂兒裡等我。」賈瑞聽了，如得珍寶，忙問道：「你別哄我。但只那裏人過的多，怎麼好躲的﹖」鳳姐道：「你只管放心。我把上夜的小廝們都放了假，兩邊門一關，再沒別人了。」賈瑞聽了，喜之不禁，忙忙的告辭而去，心內以為得手。
“Behave yourself,” Phoenix exhorted him under her breath. “Don’t embarrass yourself in front of the girls.” Jia Rui and took a few steps back as though in response to an imperial order. (Or: It was as though the Buddha himself had spoken.) 
“You’d better go now,” Phoenix said with a grin. 
“Oh, let me sit just a little longer,” Jia Rui implored. “You are so cruel!” 
“Not here in broad daylight with all these onlookers,” Phoenix whispered to him. 
“It’s awkward for you here too. Leave now, and wait until the first stroke of the night watch, then come and quietly wait for me in the West hallway.” Her words were like pearls to him. 
“Now this had better be for real,” he replied forthwith. “Lots of people go in and out there; where can I hide?” 
“Don’t worry about a thing,” Phoenix reassured him. “I’ll give the servant boys the night off. Once the doors on both sides are locked, no one will be around.” Jia Rui felt a thrill when he heard this, hurriedly took his leave, and considered the matter to be in the bag.
    盼到晚上，果然黑地裏摸入榮府，趁掩門時，鑽入穿堂，果見漆黑無一人。往賈母那邊去的門戶已倒鎖，只有向東的門未關。賈瑞側耳聽著，半日不見人來，忽聽『咯蹬』一聲，東邊的門也倒關了。賈瑞急得也不敢作聲，只得悄悄的出來，將門撼了撼，關得鐵桶一般。此時要求出去亦不能夠，南北皆是大房牆，要跳亦無攀援。這屋內又是過門風，空落落的；現是臘月天氣，夜又長，朔風凜凜，侵肌裂骨，一夜幾乎不曾凍死。好容易盼到早晨，只見一個老婆子先將東門開了，進來去叫西門。賈瑞瞅她背著臉，一溜煙抱著肩跑了出來，幸而天氣尚早，人都未起，從後門一徑跑回家去。

That evening Jia Rui did grope his way into the Rong mansion under cover of darkness, slipping into the hallway before the doors were locked. There was indeed not a soul in sight. The door leading to Mother Jia’s apartment was locked from the inside; only the door leading East wasn’t locked. Jia Rui cocked his ear to listen, but could not hear anyone coming. Suddenly he heard a door slam with a clank, so now the door to the East was also locked from the inside. Jia Rui was in a panic but dared not utter a sound; his only option was to try and slip out. He rattled the door, but he was as though sealed in an iron barrel. He was in no position to ask to be let out. The walls of the building rose up both to the North and the South, and were too smooth and high to climb up and jump down from. And the large vacant space was especially windy. It was the wintry twelfth lunar month, so the night would be long, and the north wind blew relentlessly, chilling him to the bone and nearly freezing him to death. It was only with bitter resolve that he was able to hang on till the next morning, when he spotted an old woman opening the eastern entrance and walking over to knock at the western entrance. Jia Rui’s eyes remained glued to her until he saw that her head was turned the other way. In an instant, he tore out the door hugging himself tightly. Fortunately it was still very early in the morning so nobody was up yet. He exited from the rear gate and made a beeline for home. 
第十四回　林如海捐館揚州城　賈寶玉路謁北靜王
…
一時賈珍、尤氏遣人來勸，鳳姐方才止住。來旺媳婦倒茶漱口畢，鳳姐方起身，別過族中諸人，自入抱廈內，按名查點，各項人數都已到齊，只有迎送親客上的一人未到，即命傳到。那人已張惶愧懼，鳳姐冷笑道：「我說誰誤了，原來是你！你原比他們有體面，所以才不聽我的話！」那人道：「小的天天來的早，只有今日醒了，覺得早些，因又睡迷了，來遲了一步，求奶奶饒過這次。」


It wasn’t until Jia Zhen and Mother You came and tried to comfort her that Phoenix ceased her wailing. She didn’t rise until after Laiwang’s wife had poured her some tea and she had rinsed out her mouth. She excused herself from the clan members, entered the hallway, and called the roll. All the people with assigned duties were present except for one who was in charge of welcoming family members and guests, so an order was sent for her to appear. She arrived in a panic, all affright. 
“Just now I asked who dared to flout the rules,” Phoenix said with a sardonic laugh, “and it turns out to be you. Maybe you thought your higher position gave you the right to disobey my orders?” 
“I’ve reported for work early every single day,” she replied, “but today I woke up, realized it was still early, then fell asleep again and lost track of time – that why I was just a minute late. Please forgive me just this once.”
…

鳳姐便說道：「明兒他睡迷了，後兒我也睡迷了，將來都沒有人了。本來要饒你，只是我頭一次寬了，下次就難管別人了。不如開發的好。」當時放下臉來，喝令：「帶出打二十板！」一面又擲下寧國府的對牌去：「說與來陞革他一月銀米。」眾人聽說，不敢怠慢，拖人出去，擲牌傳諭。那人身不由己，已拖出去挨了二十大板，還要進來叩謝。鳳姐道：「明日再有誤的，打四十；後日的打六十，有愛挨打的，只管誤。」說著嚵：「散了罷。」窗外眾人聽說，方各自執事去了。彼時榮寧府兩處領牌交牌的往來不絕，那抱愧被打之人含羞去了。這才知道鳳姐利害，眾人不敢偷安，自此兢兢業業，執事保全，不在話下。

Then Phoenix said, “Tomorrow so-and-so ‘overslept’, the next day I ‘overslept’, and pretty soon there’s no one around to do the work. At first I thought about letting you off this time, but the minute I do that, it will be impossible to get anybody to do anything around here. So it’s better to get off on the right foot.” Abandoning any pretense of delicacy, Phoenix bellowed out her order: “Take her out and give her twenty paddlings!”. 
At the same time she tossed down the tokens for the Ning family mansion, and said, “Tell Laisheng to dock her wages and rice ration for one month.” After hearing this, no one dared be remiss in their duties. They hustled the poor woman out, cast down the tokens, and conveyed the order. She had no out. She was taken away to receive the twenty sound paddlings, after which she was even obliged to come back and bow in gratitude. 
“If there are any more incidents tomorrow,” Phoenix said, “the punishment with be forty paddlings; the next day it will be sixty. If there’s anybody else interested in a paddling, you just make sure you get caught neglecting your duties.” Then she barked out, “Everyone is dismissed.” Upon hearing this, the people outside the window left to attend to their respective duties. There was a constant flurry of exchanges of tokens between the Ning and Rong family mansions. The woman shamed by the paddling left, abashed. This incident established Phoenix’s power in the family. No one dared dillydally. Everyone carried out their duties conscientiously from start to finish. (And this is all that will be said on the incident.) 
Meanwhile…
[Note: I now agree the sentence in parentheses can be omitted; starting the next paragraph with “Meanwhile” would seem to have a similar function. -KSC] 

