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Characters:
The girlA: The girl
A’s Mom
Jane: AGirl’s best friend
B: The hotline counseloroperator

Scene 1: 
It’s well into firstThe semester has started for a while. Mom’s talking on the phone with her daughter, Athe girl, and expressing worrying about her college life.

(Phone rings, Agirl picks up the receiver)

Mom: Heyi, sSweetheart. How’ is everything?

AGirl: Fair enoughThings are OK. My Rroommates are nicer than expectedwhat we thought, and my the dorms room is are fine.

Mom: Well, what I’m actually asking about is your daily practices. You’re sure you don’t want me to call you every day?

GirlA: WMom, we’ve talked about this before, haven’t we? I can handle it myself. There’s nothing to be worryied about.

Mom: I’m just want to makinge sure that there’s really someone you can talk to. Are you talking to Is it Jane? Or did have you makde some new friends?

Girls: Well…I’m not sure if he could be called a friend…

Mom: It’s“He?” aA boyguy? TWell, tell me more about him. (eagerly)

GirlA: Mom, you know what, I’ have got to go now. Bye. (A hangs up and lets go a cuts off) (sigh of relief)













Scene 2:
This scene is a monologue ofby the girlA. which Eexplains her situation of herand illness. It may have the same background as scene1 being its background 1.

The girlA: Yes, I am a patient, a patient who has contracted some have a rare kind of brain disease. My doctors tell me They say I have to talk towith people as much as I can, no less than one hour every day. Otherwise, my brain will atrophyshrink and my language ability will deteriorate. This is not so easy cause difficulty on both understanding and speaking. That is such good news for a shy girl who always keeps her mouth shut unless it’s absolutely necessary to speak up. Since I have only have a few friends, my parents taketook it upon themselves the responsibility toto have extended conversationstalk with to me every day. Jane, mMy best friend, Jane often helpeds out too. But starting from this year, it’hings are going to be different. I’mm now living in a university  moving out to the dorm for college,; andwhile Jane’s got into a differentnother one school. So I’m a will have to find a new conversationon my own to look for a new partner on my own. But making new friends doite’sn’t not come  easy for me, at all to make friends, and it’s especially hard right at the beginning of a when thnew semester has just started. Therefore, I ended up mtooaking a risky move: e. And I accidentally startefound talking this sweet guyover the phone with a chance acquaintance.



Scene 3:
The girlA calls cCity hHotline for the first time, but doesn’t know what to say., Sso she starts makesing up ansome excuses for why she called, but then gives up.

B, the hotline counselor: The operator: Hello, this is the cCity hHotline. How canmay I help you today?

AThe girl: Hi…uh…Yes, sure…um…I’m havinge some a situation here.

BThe operator: I see. So, can you tell me what kind of situation? Does it involve aWell…is it about the uU-bike? oOr the MRT?

AThe girl: The MRT? Oh, yes, uh…one of the …lavatories in the station is… running out of tissue.

BThe operator: Um…okOK. So…woCould you tell me which station and maybe which restroom it is? So I’ll coantact a get the janitor for you to get on it right away.

The girlA: Um…oh no, this is not going to working out. What was I thinking?

The operatorB: I’m sorry, Miss?Excuse me? (confused)

The girlA: (sighs) Oh, I’m really sorry. It’s nothing urgent. Please justYou know what? Fforget it about the tissue. I’m just…going to hang up ‘cause realized I’m late I’m meeting someone so I have to go now.…

The operatorB: Oh, yeah? Who is itSo you’re meeting…?

The girlA: Umh…EdgarAllan…Poe?

The operatorB: Are you…referring to “the” Edgar Allan Poe? You know what?Then let me tell you something. My father’s name is dad happened to be William Faulkner – I kid you not! –, and an ex-one of my girlfriends was called named Elizabeth Browning.

The girlA: (laughs) That’s funny was a good one. (pauses) So…I guess you read a lot?

The operatorB: Yeah, I guess so. I’m aActually I’m an English literature major.

The girlA: AReally?re you? (surprised)

The operatorB: So…are you’re actually drealding with Poe these days? Then mMaybe I can give you a little help you a bit with it. I wrote a killer paper on Poe – uh, no pun intended…?

AThe girl: (laughs) Yeah…sure. Why not?



Scene 4:
The girlA is talksing to her best friend Jane about the operatorB.

Jane: So? How’s your new life? Sorry I’ve been so busy these days. Who’ve you been talking to lately?

The girlA: Well, so far so good. It’s just that I happened to knowactually, I’ve found someone willing to chat with someone who can spend his time talking to me on the phone.

Jane: HIS timeOh? Who’, if I may ask this guy anyway?

The girlA: I was totally desperate, you know?. I canouldn’t just chat up one of my classmates and make her talk to me every day. So then I thoughthink, I just have to talk to peoplesomeone, anyone. – even a stranger would be OK.It doesn’t really matter if they’re strangers, right?

Jane: So…what did you do? (worried)

The girlA: I called the cCity hHotline… Now dDon’t judge me. AndBut then the sameis guy keeps always picksing up my calls, so… we’ve been talking like…for a month. And I think he’s kind of cute.

Jane: Oh, thank goodness. (relieved). I thought you’d started hanging out went to some in pubs and chattinged up strangers every nightday.

The girlA: What? Are you nutscrazy? Why would I do anything like that?

Jane: Well…anywayOk, but…(pauses, stunned) So, seriously? You don’t even know what he looks like. 

The girlA: I know right. But…I think we have a lot in common. He’s a literature major.

Jane: Oh, no wonderso that was your “hook”!. Does he know about your condition?

The girlA: No. That’s what I’m worried about…

Jane: You seeWell, if you really think this guy has the potential, you shouldn’t let thatis block  in 
	your way. Maybe you should ask him out, and see if he really really is your type.

The girlA: …You really think so?



Scene 5:

With After her friendJane’s encouragensolatioment, sheA decided to workboost up ther courage to explain her situation and ask him A out.


The operatorB: Hiello, I’m Jianguo (or choose another name)this is Mr. Chen speaking, hHow mcayn I help you?

The girlA: Hi, it’s me again.

The operatorB: Oh, hi. So, what are we going to talk aboutWhat’s  today’s topic? Let me guess. James Joyce?  Tennessee 
	 Williams?

The girlA: Well, this time I’m not calling for to talk about literature today. In factActually, I was wondering if you 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	might be interested inwould… (everybody freezes in place, holding their positions for quite a while, so the audience can figure out the intended completion of the sentence)


THE END
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