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From Academic Research to Policy Implementation

The Development Process and Institutional Influence of Taiwan Sustainable
Development Indicators System

Yeh, Jiunn-rong
Professor, Department of Law, National Taiwan University
Minister, RDEC, The Executive Yuan,

Shi, Yi-Ren
Mphil, Dept. of political science, National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

A set of SDIs (National Sustainable Development Indicators) could be an effective
policy instrument to evaluate the balance between economic development and
environmental protection. Information shown by the SDIs, we could make policies toward
sustainability. Based on the research efforts on the indicators system, this paper analysis the
building process, theoretical content, and the relative influences to the sustainable issues.
Lastly, this paper provides normative suggestions to Taiwan sustainability the coming
sustainable policies.

This paper divides the six-year research period into two stages, tracing their
longitudinal development respectively. In order to analyze the sustainable development
policies, this paper takes the institutional capacity-building approach to empower the
cross-sectorial theoretical content.

This paper suggests the SDIs be linked with other two important mechanisms. Firstly
is the vision on sustainable development, which is provided by relative guidelines,
declarations, action plans and the like. Secondly is the organizational operation of National
Council for Sustainable Development. Together, these related mechanisms would promote
sustainability more efficiently. In addition, the SDIs system also provides insights into
various public policies, especially in policy prediction, reviewing and formulating. Other
than the institutional capacity-building model, the theory of sustainable development also
includes the intergenerational justice model, the carrying capacity model, and the economic
internalization model. These four main models will be helpful to enlarge the sustainable
development capacity and formulate the change of environment paradigm. Lastly, this
paper suggests the authority review and renews indicators systems regularly. Meanwhile,
the authority should keep on promoting the institutions of information publicity, public
participation and democratic governance. Based on these strategies, the authority could
improve the existing policy network and more toward sustainability.

Keywords: sustainable development, institutional capacity-building, environmental

paradigm, environment issues
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