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1
COMPLIANT AIR BEARING SLIDER

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments of the invention relate generally to the field
of hard disk drives and, more specifically, to a compliant air
bearing slider (ABS).

BACKGROUND ART

Electronic computing devices have become increasingly
important to data computation, analysis and storage in our
modern society. Modern direct access storage devices
(DASDs), such as hard disk drives (HDDs), are heavily relied
on to store mass quantities of data for purposes of future
retrieval. As such long term data storage has become increas-
ingly popular, and as the speed of microprocessors has
steadily increased over time, the need for HDDs with greater
storage capacity to store the increased amount of data has also
steadily increased.

Hard disk drive devices are configured with read/write
heads for reading data from and writing data to rotating disks.
During operation, at times the heads and disks come into
contact. Sometimes this contact is unintentional or undesir-
able, e.g., due to an asperity on a disk or slider vibration
modes, and sometimes the contact is intentional, e.g., to cali-
brate and manage the fly height of the heads over the disks
such as with thermal fly height (TFC) control. Regardless,
even if the head-disk contact is intentional, such contact can
cause excessive heat, wear, friction, burnishing and/or other
damage to the heads, as well as damage to the disks. This is
especially true when the heads and disks contact with signifi-
cant force. For at least these reasons, managing the contact
forces between read/write heads and disks in a hard disk drive
is desirable.

SUMMARY OF EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

Components for a hard disk drive (HDD) with a compliant
air bearing slider (ABS) are described. A compliant, flexible
ABS reduces the contact forces between the slider and disk,
thereby reducing excessive burnishing and wear and increas-
ing the reliability of the slider. Historically, in the context of
slider vibrations, sliders were designed with primary consid-
eration to pitch eigenmode frequencies, i.e., rigid body
motion. By contrast, according to an embodiment, an ABS
has at least one “compliance-enhancing feature” which
enhances the compliance of the slider and reduces the bend-
ing mode vibration frequency of the slider. By causing the
slider to flex, and bringing the bending mode vibration fre-
quency closerto the pitch 2 eigenmode frequency, coupling of
the different vibration modes can be obtained. The different
vibration modes can effectively dampen each other and result
in reduced contact forces between the slider and the disk, and
a reduced minimum flying height.

In addition to a reducing stiftness, the compliance-enhanc-
ing feature reduces the slider mass, which increases the slider
eigenmode frequencies and hence improves slider compli-
ance to the disk. Furthermore, with reduced slider mass the
contact forces are typically lower, and with an increased
slider eigenmode frequency the eigenmode amplitude is also
reduced (e.g., less bouncing).

According to various embodiments, compliance-enhanc-
ing features of the slider include one or more vertical or
transverse recesses or holes configured near the pitch 2 nodal
line, which results in a more flexible slider. Furthermore, the
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2

compliance-enhancing features of the slider may include a
transverse through-hole or deep trench near the pitch 1 and/or
pitch 2 nodal lines, which also results in a more flexible slider.
Still further, a thinner slider and/or a slider material with a
smaller Young’s modulus (relative to prior slider designs) can
be used, e.g., in conjunction with a compliance-enhancing
feature.

The foregoing slider features can (a) decrease the stiffness
of'the slider and (b) decrease the mass of the slider which, in
turn, leads to an increase of the slider pitch 2 eigenmode
frequency. A higher pitch 2 eigenmode frequency leads to
improved slider disk compliance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and form a part of this specification, illustrate embodiments
of the invention and, together with the description, serve to
explain the principles of the invention. The drawings are used
merely to illustrate principles of the illustrated embodiments,
and it is understood that components described in these
embodiments have not been drawn to scale.

FIG. 1 illustrates a side view of a disk drive system, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a top view of a disk drive system, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a bottom view illustrating an example air bearing
slider (ABS), according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4A depicts an example air bearing slider (ABS) com-
prising a compliance-enhancing feature comprising a number
of recesses from an air bearing surface, and a number of
recesses from a slider surface opposing the air bearing sur-
face, according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4B depicts an example air bearing slider (ABS) com-
prising a compliance-enhancing feature comprising a number
of recesses from an air bearing surface, and a number of
recesses from a slider surface opposing the air bearing sur-
face, according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4C depicts an example air bearing slider (ABS) com-
prising a compliance-enhancing feature comprising a number
of through-holes through both an air bearing surface and a
slider surface opposing the air bearing surface, according to
an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5A depicts an example air bearing slider (ABS) com-
prising a number of transverse holes, according to an embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 5B depicts an example air bearing slider (ABS) com-
prising a number of longitudinal recesses, according to an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a bottom view illustrating an example air bearing
slider (ABS) comprising a compliance-enhancing feature,
according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7A is a bottom isometric view illustrating an example
air bearing slider (ABS) comprising a compliance-enhancing
feature, according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7B is a bottom isometric view illustrating an example
air bearing slider (ABS) comprising a compliance-enhancing
feature, according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 8A-8E are diagrams illustrating five respective
slider configurations analyzed for benefits based on compli-
ance-enhancing features, according to embodiments of the
invention.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating the respective transfer func-
tions for slider impacting disk for the five slider configura-
tions depicted in FIGS. 8A-8E, according to embodiments of
the invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
OF THE INVENTION

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments of
the present technology, examples of which are illustrated in
the accompanying drawings. While the technology will be
described in conjunction with various embodiments, it will be
understood that they are not intended to limit the present
technology to these embodiments. On the contrary, the
present technology is intended to cover alternatives, modifi-
cations and equivalents, which may be included within the
spirit and scope of the various embodiments as defined by the
appended claims.

Furthermore, in the following detailed description of
embodiments of the present invention, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of the present invention. However, it will be recognized by
one of ordinary skill in the art that the present invention may
be practiced without these specific details. In other instances,
well known methods, procedures, and components have not
been described in detail as not to unnecessarily obscure
aspects of the present invention.

Overview

Embodiments of the invention comprise components and
assemblies for a hard disk drive (HDD) device with a com-
pliant air bearing slider. According to an embodiment, the air
bearing slider is configures with at least one “compliance-
enhancing feature” which reduces the contact forces between
the slider and disk, thereby reducing excessive burnishing and
wear and increasing the reliability of the slider. A purpose of
a stiffness-reducing aspect of the compliance-enhancing fea-
ture(s) of the compliant air bearing slider is to reduce the
bending mode vibration frequency of the slider. By causing
the slider to flex, and bringing the bending mode vibration
frequency closer to the pitch 2 eigenmode frequency, cou-
pling of the different vibration modes can be obtained. The
different vibration modes may effectively dampen each other
and result in reduced contact forces between the slider and
disk. A purpose of a mass reducing aspect of the compliance-
enhancing feature leads to an increase of the pitch 2 eigen-
mode frequency and hence improves the slider to disk com-
pliance.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various embodiments of the invention increase the perfor-
mance quality of ahard disk drive (HDD) by reducing contact
forces between heads and disks.

Numerous specific embodiments will now be set forth in
detail to provide a more thorough understanding of the
present technology. The discussion of these detailed embodi-
ments will begin with an overview of a hard disk drive
(HDD), and the components connected therein, according to
embodiments of the invention. The discussion will then focus
on embodiments of the invention that provide a compliant air
bearing slider having compliance-enhancing feature(s), and
corresponding HDD devices.

Although embodiments of the present invention will be
described in conjunction with an air bearing slider in a hard
disk drive, it is understood that the embodiments described
herein are useful outside of the art of HDD design, manufac-
turing and operation. The utilization of the HDD slider
example is only one embodiment and is provided herein
merely for purposes of brevity and clarity.

Hard Disk Drive (HDD) Configuration

FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 show a side view and a top view, respec-
tively, of a disk drive system designated by the general refer-
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ence number 110. The disk drive system 110 comprises a
plurality of stacked magnetic recording disks 112 mounted to
a spindle 114. The disks 112 may be conventional thin film
recording disks or other magnetically layered disks. The
spindle 114 is attached to a spindle motor 116, which rotates
the spindle 114 and disks 112. A chassis 120 provides a
housing for the disk drive system 110. The spindle motor 116
and an actuator shaft 130 are attached to the chassis 120. A
hub assembly 132 rotates about the actuator shaft 130 and
supports a plurality of actuator arms 134. A rotary voice coil
motor 140 is attached to chassis 120 and to a rear portion of
the actuator arms 134.

A plurality of suspension assemblies 150 are attached to
the actuator arms 134. A plurality of heads or transducers on
sliders 152 are attached respectively to the suspension assem-
blies 150. The sliders 152 are located proximate to the disks
112 so that, during operation, the heads or transducers are in
electromagnetic communication with the disks 112 for read-
ing and writing. The rotary voice coil motor 140 rotates
actuator arms 134 about the actuator shaft 130 in order to
move the suspension assemblies 150 to the desired radial
position on disks 112. The shaft 130, hub 132, arms 134, and
motor 140 may be referred to collectively as a rotary actuator
assembly.

A controller unit 160 provides overall control to system
110. Controller unit 160 typically includes (not shown) a
central processing unit (CPU), a memory unit and other digi-
tal circuitry, although it should be apparent that one skilled in
the computer arts could also enable these aspects as hardware
logic. Controller unit 160 is connected to an actuator control/
drive unit 166 that in turn is connected to the rotary voice coil
motor 140. This configuration also allows controller 160 to
control rotation of the disks 112. A host system 180, typically
a computer system, is connected to the controller unit 160.
The host system 180 may send digital data to the controller
160 to be stored on disks 112, or it may request that digital
data at a specified location be read from the disks 112 and sent
to the system 180. The basic operation of DASD units is well
known in the art and is described in more detail in The
Magnetic Recording Handbook, C. Dennis Mee and Eric D.
Daniel, McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1990.

Air Bearing Slider (ABS)

Air bearing sliders (or, simply “sliders”) are designed with
a relatively complex aerodynamic surface in order to opti-
mize, among other attributes, the fly height of read/write
heads over corresponding disks. The ABS surface is typically
designed with two pitch nodal lines, P1 (pitch 1) and P2 (pitch
2), at which the ABS rotates in a pitch direction relative to the
airflow. Further, based on the dynamics of rigid body motion,
each pitch nodal line corresponds to a particular frequency of
vibration of the slider, i.e., vibration modes.

FIG. 3 is a bottom view illustrating an example air bearing
slider (ABS) 300, according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion. The bottom view of ABS 300 crudely depicts a three-
etch air bearing surface, with each etch depth denoted by
corresponding shading. In the illustrated example ABS 300, a
P1 nodal line corresponds to a frequency of approximately
110 kHz and a P2 nodal line corresponds to a frequency of
approximately 250 kHz. Thus, when the slider contacts the
disk at the trailing end it will cause a rotation about the P2
nodal line and the slider will vibrate around 250 kHz, and
when the slider contacts the disk towards the leading edge it
will cause a rotation about the P1 nodal line and the slider will
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vibrate around 110 kHz. However, in operation the majority
of contact vibrations occur at the trailing end and are associ-
ated with P2 mode vibrations.

Furthermore, sliders also naturally have torsion and bend-
ing modes, which correspond to how the whole slider struc-
ture flexes. Thus, the torsion and bending modes are relative
to the slider’s stiffness. These modes correspond to a particu-
lar resonant frequency. For non-limiting examples, a torsion
resonant frequency for a pico slider may be 1.3 MHz and a
bending resonant frequency for a pico slider may be 1.6 MHz.
Upon contact at the trailing end of the slider, as is typical in
operation, the bending mode is excited. A high bending mode
frequency corresponds to a relatively stiff slider.

Air Bearing Slider Compliance-Enhancing Features

In the context of slider to disk contact, it is beneficial to
minimize or reduce contact forces. Reducing contact forces
can be enabled by producing an ABS that is compliant, or
easy to bend. Furthermore, because the slider eigenmode
frequency # is related to the slider stiffness k and the slider
mass m by the following equation, w=vK/m, reducing the
slider mass causes the frequency to increase. Hence, by
reducing the slider mass, reduced contact force and increased
slider pitch eigenmode frequencies are achieved, as well as
increased slider to disk compliance.

ABS Holes and Recesses

One approach to reducing the amplitude of the contact
forces between the slider and disk, and the consequent head
vibrations (e.g., the P2 vibration intensity), is to reduce the
stiffness of the slider. According to an embodiment, one
approach to controlling the stiffness of an ABS, i.e., produc-
ing a compliant slider, is to manufacture recesses and/or holes
in the slider. Such “holes” are all the way through the slider
and such “recesses” are not all the way through the slider.
Furthermore, using recesses and or holes at selective loca-
tions of the slider body can preserve the stiffhess of the slider
in other directions can control the crown and camber of the
slider.

Returning to FIG. 3, according to an embodiment of the
invention, a number of compliance-enhancing features 302
are depicted in ABS 300. The number, size, and configuration
of'the compliance-enhancing feature 302# depicted in FIG. 3
are non-limiting and are for purposes of example. Therefore,
the number, size, and configuration of the compliance-en-
hancing feature may vary from implementation to implemen-
tation.

In the case of holes it is preferable, but not limiting, to
configure such compliance-enhancing feature 302» away
from the two most prominent air bearing etch depths, such as
etch depth 304 and etch depth 306. That is, it is preferable for
flight stability that stiffness-reducing and mass-reducing
holes are in the deep etch area 308 of the air bearing surface.
However, in the case of recesses from the slider surface
opposing the air bearing surface (e.g., if the air bearing sur-
face is the “bottom” surface, then the slider surface opposing
the air bearing surface is the “top” surface), such recesses can
be configured over any of the etch depths 304, 306, 308
without having much detrimental effect on the slider flying
characteristics.

According to an embodiment of the invention, and as
depicted in FIG. 3, the compliance-enhancing features are
configured on, near, and/or around the P2 nodal line. Such a
configuration of compliance-enhancing features helps reduce
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6

slider mass and P2 mode stiffness and, consequently, the P2
mode vibrations resulting from slider-disk contact.

FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 4C are side views illustrating respective
examples of air bearing sliders, according to various embodi-
ments of the invention. FIG. 4A depicts an air bearing slider
(ABS) 400 comprising a compliance-enhancing feature com-
prising a number of recesses 402r from air bearing surface
404, and a number of recesses 403» from a slider surface
opposing air bearing surface 404. The diameter, depth, num-
ber and location of recesses 402% and 403~ may vary from
implementation to implementation, and are depicted as they
are in FIG. 4A for purposes of example. FIG. 4A is used
mainly to illustrate an embodiment comprising one or more
recesses from each of the air bearing and the opposing sur-
faces.

FIG. 4B depicts an air bearing slider (ABS) 420 compris-
ing a compliance-enhancing feature comprising arecess 422a
and a recess 4225 from air bearing surface 424, and recess
423a and a number of recesses 4235 from a slider surface
opposing air bearing surface 424. FIG. 4B is used mainly to
illustrate (1) an embodiment comprising one or more arbi-
trarily shaped (e.g., coaxial, square, oval, etc.) recesses from
each of'the air bearing and the opposing surfaces, i.e., recess
422q and recess 423a; and (2) an embodiment comprising
one or more non-coaxial recesses from each of the air bearing
and the opposing surfaces, i.e., recess 4225 and recesses
423b. By making holes or recessed features to the slider body
air bearing side, air pockets are created. These air pockets
provide damping benefits and reduce the slider maximum
peak pressure. These air pockets can also function to trap
lubricant and debris.

FIG. 4C depicts an air bearing slider (ABS) 440 compris-
ing a compliance-enhancing feature comprising a number of
through-holes 442 through both air bearing surface 424 a
slider surface opposing the air bearing surface 444. This
illustrates that holes may used in addition to or alternatively
from recesses, in order to make a more compliant ABS. How-
ever, as mentioned, if through-holes are used as the compli-
ance-enhancing feature, then the prominent air bearing etch
depth features should preferably be avoided. Additionally,
ABS 440 comprises a recess 443 from the slider surface
opposing the air bearing surface 444, to depict as a non-
limiting example, that a compliant ABS may be configured
with stiffness-reducing holes, recesses, or a combination of
holes and recesses.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are isometric views illustrating respec-
tive examples of air bearing sliders, according to various
embodiments of the invention. FIG. 5A depicts an air bearing
slider (ABS) 500 comprising a number of stiffness and/or
mass-reducing holes 5027 transverse to ABS 500. FIG. 5B
depicts an air bearing slider (ABS) 520 comprising a number
of stiffness-reducing and/or mass-reducing recesses 522n
longitudinal to ABS 520. The diameter, number and location
of transverse holes 502% and longitudinal recesses 522» may
vary from implementation to implementation, and are
depicted as they are in FIGS. 5A and 5B for purposes of
example. FIGS. 5A and 5B are used mainly to illustrate
respective embodiments comprising one or more transverse
or longitudinal holes and/or recesses.

Several different configurations of compliance-enhancing
feature are depicted in FIGS. 4A-4C and FIGS. 5A-5B, for
purposes of example. However, those skilled in the art will
recognize that the configuration of compliance-enhancing
feature may vary from implementation to implementation,
and may be based on the physical properties of the ABS under
consideration, rigid body motion modeling and analysis, tor-
sion and bending mode modeling and analysis, and the like.
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ABS Trenches and Through-Holes

FIG. 6 is a bottom view illustrating an example air bearing
slider (ABS) 600, according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion. The bottom view of ABS 600 crudely depicts a three-
etch air bearing surface comprising etch depth 606, etch depth
608 and deep etch depth 610, with each etch depth denoted by
corresponding shading. In the illustrated example ABS 600, a
P1 nodal line corresponds to a frequency of approximately
110 kHz and a P2 nodal line corresponds to a frequency of
approximately 250 kHz.

According to an embodiment, ABS 600 comprises a trans-
verse trench 602 in the deep etch depth 610 of the air bearing
surface. According to an embodiment, the transverse trench
602 is configured on the P2 nodal line where such a configu-
ration of a stiffness-reducing feature helps to reduce P2 mode
stiffness and, consequently, the P2 mode vibrations resulting
from slider-disk contact. Additionally or alternatively, ABS
600 is depicted with transverse trench 604 in the deep etch
610. According to an embodiment, the transverse trench 604
is configured aft of the P2 nodal line. This configuration of a
stiffness-reducing feature also helps to reduce P2 mode stiff-
ness. These trenches also increase slider damping and help
trap lubricant and debris from the interface. This is increas-
ingly important for patterned media applications. If the
trenches are located near the trailing end (towards the P1
nodal line) they also reduce the maximum peak pressure near
the RW element leading to less lubricant disturbance.

Not only does the transverse trench 602 affect the P2 mode
stiffness of ABS 600, but also the bending stiffness of ABS
600. For a non-limiting example based on modeling, a 100
micron wide, 100 micron deep notch around the P2 nodal line
may reduce the bending mode vibration frequency from
approximately 1.66 MHz to approximately 1.24 MHz. Thus,
a compliance-enhancing feature(s) can be used to move the
bending mode vibration frequency closer to the P2 nodal
vibration frequency (i.e., the eigenmode frequency) of the
slider 600 to achieve coupling of the vibrations. Due to such
coupling, each mode of vibration (i.e., rigid body mode and
bending mode) can effectively dampen the other mode. This
approach to ABS design, involving configuring the bending
mode vibration frequency closer to the P2 eigenmode fre-
quency, is further exemplified as follows.

According to an embodiment, another compliance-en-
hancing feature that can affect the location of the bending
mode vibration frequency is a transverse through-hole at or
near the P1 nodal line. FIG. 7A is a bottom isometric view
illustrating an example air bearing slider (ABS) 700, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention. The air bearing fea-
tures are not depicted in FIG. 7A, but surface 700 represents
the air bearing surface. A transverse through-hole 704 near
the P1 nodal line affects the bending stiffness of ABS 700. For
a non-limiting example based on modeling, a 200 micron by
200 micron rectangular through-hole near the P1 nodal line
may reduce the bending mode vibration frequency from
approximately 1.66 MHz to approximately 1.2 MHz. Thus,
transverse through-hole 704 can be used to move the bending
mode vibration frequency closer to the P2 nodal vibration
frequency (i.e., the eigenmode frequency) of the slider 700 to
achieve coupling of the vibrations.

One approach to manufacturing a transverse through-hole
in an ABS; such as through-hole 704 of FIG. 7A, is to manu-
facture a trench into the end of the slider block and to fuse an
end cap over the trench using heat, thereby forming an
enclosed through-hole. Being a slider-level process prior to
depositing the read/write elements, the slider material can be
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subjected to high temperatures for fusing the cap to the main
slider body without damage to the sensitive read/write ele-
ments.

According to an embodiment, another compliance-en-
hancing feature that can affect the location of the bending
mode vibration frequency is a transverse trench at or near the
P1 nodal line. FIG. 7B is a bottom isometric view illustrating
an example air bearing slider (ABS) 720, according to an
embodiment of the invention. The air bearing features are not
depicted in FIG. 7B, but surface 722 represents the air bearing
surface. The transverse trench 724 near the P1 nodal line
affects the bending stifthess of ABS 720. For a non-limiting
example based on modeling, a trailing end transverse trench
150 micron wide by 220 micron deep trench near the P1 nodal
line may reduce the bending mode vibration frequency from
approximately 1.66 MHz to approximately 730 kHz. Thus,
transverse trench 724 can be used to move the bending mode
vibration frequency closer to the P2 nodal vibration fre-
quency (i.e., the eigenmode frequency) of the slider 720 to
achieve coupling of the vibrations. The depth of the trans-
verse trench 724 may vary from implementation to imple-
mentation, but should generally be deep enough to substan-
tially affect the rigidity of the ABS. For a non-limiting
example, the depth of such a trench is preferably at least 10%
of'the slider thickness, in order to provide a preferable effect
on the stiffness and/or mass of the slider.

Note that use of transverse through-holes and/or trenches
near the P1 nodal line, as depicted in FIGS. 7A and 7B, may
additionally or alternatively be configured near the P2 nodal
line.

Down-track jitter should be considered in the design and
optimization of any stiffness-reducing feature near the P1
nodal line, such as with transverse through-hole 704 of ABS
700 (FIG.7A) ortransverse trench 724 of ABS 720 (FIG. 7B).
That is, care should be taken not to introduce too little stiff-
ness near the P1 nodal line which might allow the down-track
jitter to significantly degrade the stability of read/write opera-
tions.

The foregoing compliance-enhancing features can be used
to configure the bending mode vibration frequency as close as
desirable to the P2 eigenmode frequency, or even to the P2
eignemode frequency. However, configuring the bending
mode vibration frequency to within approximately 300 kHz
of'the P2 eigenmode frequency is in most cases close enough
to provide the desired coupling of vibrations in order for the
vibration modes to effectively “absorb” each other. However,
configuring the bending mode frequency of a slider to within
approximately 800 kHz of the P2 eigenmode frequency ofthe
slider provides substantial benefits as described herein.

If the ABS is configured with a compliance-enhancing
feature such that the bending mode vibration frequency and
the P2 eigenmode frequency are approximately the same,
then according to an embodiment, the ABS is configured with
an active damper element to ensure the vibration modes are
out of phase with each other. For a non-limiting example, the
ABS may be configured with a piezoelectric element, such as
a layer or plate, to actively cancel in-phase bending mode
vibrations.

ABS Materials and Thickness

Another approach to controlling the bending stiffhess of an
air bearing slider is based on the choice of slider material
and/or the thickness of the slider. Typically, a pico slider is
around 300 microns thick and a femto slider is around 230
microns thick. Thus, a “thinner” slider could be characterized
as a slider in the range of 125-200 microns thick. Thinner
sliders can assist in reducing the contact forces, but one down-
side to thinner sliders is increased crown and camber sensi-
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tivity. An increase in crown due to a thinner slider can be
compensated for by using any of the foregoing compliance-
enhancing features, according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

Air bearing sliders are typically manufactured from AITiC.
However, use of one or more different materials having a
Young’s modulus smaller than AITiC results in a more flex-
ible slider and, therefore, reduces the contact forces and asso-
ciated detrimental effects. According to an embodiment, an
air bearing slider is manufactured from SiN,, which has a
smaller Young’s modulus than AITiC and, thus, is a more
compliant slider. If a silicon slider is used, the fabrication of
the recesses and/or holes can be integrated with a DRIE (Deep
Reactive lon Etching) step used to separate sliders, which
would essentially come at no cost.

Another approach to manufacturing a compliant slider is
based on a laminate wafer used for fabricating recording
heads. According to an embodiment of the invention, a com-
pliant air bearing slider comprises multiple portions along the
longitudinal direction of the slider, where at least one of the
portions has a smaller Young’s modulus than at least one of
the other portions. For example, a first portion at the slider
leading edge and a third portion at the slider trailing edge are
made of a first material having a first Young’s modulus,
whereas a second portion (a “compliant portion”) between
the first and third portions is made of a second material having
a second Young’s modulus that is less than the first Young’s
modulus. Fabrication of the recording heads may proceed as
is typical, however, when the heads are completed the com-
pliant portion acts as a spring in the fabricated slider. The
position and thickness of the compliant portion of the slider
may vary from implementation to implementation, as
required or desired for the particular slider design. According
to an embodiment, a compliant longitudinal portion is used in
conjunction with a compliant layer (a layer with smaller
Young’s modulus than other layers) to form a compliant “tee”
or cross structure within the slider.

Finite Element Analysis

FIGS. 8A-8E are diagrams illustrating five slider configu-
rations analyzed for benefits based on compliance-enhancing
features, according to embodiments of the invention. FIG. 8A
illustrates Casel: Normal Slider 230 umx1250 umx700 um.
FIG. 8B illustrates Case2: Thin slider 115 umx1250 umx700
um. FIG. 8C illustrates Case3: Normal Slider with one 100
um trench at center. FIG. 8D illustrates Case4: Normal Slider
with one 100 um trench at P2 nodal line. FIG. 8E illustrates
Case5: Normal Slider with five 20 um trenches at center.

FIG.9 is a diagram illustrating the respective transfer func-
tions for slider impacting disk for the five slider configura-
tions depicted in FIGS. 8 A-8E, according to embodiments of
the invention. The effects of the compliance-enhancing fea-
tures involved in the analysis comprise the stiffness-reducing
and mass-reducing aspects of such features. As is shown by
the transfer functions illustrated in FIG. 9, reducing the slider
thickness by half (115 um vs. 230 um; Case2 vs. Casel)
makes the slider more flexible and reduces the mass, which
reduces the bending mode frequency from 1.33 MHz to 820
kHz and increases the P2 frequency from 260kHz to 340 kHz.
However, this change increases the amplitude of the bending
mode. Further, configuring a slot or trench near the pitch 2
nodal line decreases the bending frequency from 1.33 MHz
for anormal slider (Casel) to about 920 kHz, without increas-
ing the bending mode amplitude (Cased) such as with the
thinner slider (Case2), the center trench slider (Case3), and
the multiple P2 trench slider (CaseS). The data depicted in
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FIG. 9 may be used to optimize or otherwise develop the use
of slider compliance-enhancing features according to a par-
ticular slider design and implementation.

It should be understood that although various embodi-
ments of the present invention are described in the context of
a compliant air bearing slider in a hard disk drive (HDD), the
foregoing embodiments are merely exemplary of various
implementations of principles of the present technology.
Therefore, it should be understood that various embodiments
of the invention described herein may apply to any devices,
configurations, or systems in which air bearing sliders are
employed.

The foregoing descriptions of specific embodiments of the
present invention have been presented for purposes of illus-
tration and description. They are not intended to be exhaus-
tive or to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed,
and many modifications and variations are possible in light of
the above teachings. The embodiments described herein were
chosen and described in order to best explain the principles of
the invention and its practical application, to thereby enable
others skilled in the art to best utilize the invention and vari-
ous embodiments with various modifications as are suited to
the particular use contemplated. It is intended that the scope
of'the invention be defined by the Claims appended hereto and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An air bearing slider, comprising:

a compliance-enhancing feature which affects slider bend-
ing mode frequency and slider pitch mode frequency,
wherein said compliance-enhancing comprises one or
more recesses in said slider.

2. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature configures the bending mode
frequency of said slider to within 800 kHz of a pitch 2 eigen-
mode frequency of said slider.

3. The air bearing slider recited in claim 2, further com-
prising:

a piezoelectric element operating as an active damper by
ensuring that said bending mode frequency and said
pitch 2 eigenmode frequency are out of phase.

4. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more
recesses from a surface of said slider opposing an air bearing
surface of said slider.

5. The air bearing slider recited in claim 4, wherein the
thickness of said slider is less than 190 microns.

6. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more
recesses from an air bearing surface of said slider and one or
more recesses from a surface of said slider opposing said air
bearing surface.

7. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more
recesses substantially transverse to said slider.

8. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more
recesses substantially longitudinal to said slider.

9. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature is located approximately coin-
cident with a pitch 2 nodal axis of said slider.

10. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more sub-
stantially vertical holes through said slider.

11. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more sub-
stantially transverse holes through said slider.
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12. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature comprises a through-hole sub-
stantially transverse to said slider and located approximately
coincident with a pitch 1 nodal axis of said slider.

13. The air bearing slider recited in claim 12, wherein said
through-hole has a rectangular profile.

14. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature comprises a trench substan-
tially transverse to said slider and located approximately
coincident with a pitch 1 nodal axis of said slider, and wherein
the depth of said trench is at least 10 percent of the depth of
said slider.

15. The air bearing slider recited in claim 1, wherein said
compliance-enhancing feature comprises a trench substan-
tially transverse to said slider and located approximately
coincident with a pitch 2 nodal axis of said slider, and wherein
the depth of said trench is at least 10 percent of the depth of
said slider.

16. A hard disk drive device comprising:

a base;

a magnetic storage medium assembly coupled with said
base, said magnetic storage medium rotatable relative to
said base; and

one or more actuator arms housing a corresponding slider
housing a corresponding read/write head for reading
data from and writing data to said magnetic storage
medium, said slider comprising a compliance-enhanc-
ing feature which affects slider bending mode frequency
and slider pitch mode frequency, wherein said compli-
ance-enhancing comprises one or more recesses in said
slider.

17. The hard disk drive device recited in claim 16, wherein
said compliance-enhancing feature configures the bending
mode frequency of said slider to within 800 kHz of a pitch 2
eigenmode frequency of said slider.
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18. The hard disk drive device recited in claim 16, wherein
said compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more
recesses from a surface of said slider opposing said air bear-
ing surface.

19. The hard disk drive device recited in claim 16, wherein
said compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more
recesses from a deep etch surface of an air bearing surface of
said slider and one or more recesses from a surface of said
slider opposing said air bearing surface.

20. The hard disk drive device recited in claim 16, wherein
said compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more
recesses substantially transverse to said slider.

21. The hard disk drive device recited in claim 16, wherein
said compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more
recesses substantially longitudinal to said slider.

22. The hard disk drive device recited in claim 16, wherein
said compliance-enhancing feature comprises one or more
substantially vertical holes through said slider.

23. The hard disk drive device recited in claim 16, wherein
said compliance-enhancing feature comprises a through-hole
substantially transverse to said slider and located approxi-
mately coincident with a pitch 1 nodal axis of said slider.

24. The hard disk drive device recited in claim 16, wherein
said compliance-enhancing feature comprises a trench sub-
stantially transverse to said slider and located approximately
coincident with a pitch 1 nodal axis of said slider, and wherein
the depth of said trench is at least 10 percent of the depth of
said slider.

25. The hard disk drive device recited in claim 16, wherein
said compliance-enhancing feature comprises a trench sub-
stantially transverse to said slider and located approximately
coincident with a pitch 2 nodal axis of said slider, and wherein
the depth of said trench is at least 10 percent of the depth of
said slider.



