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Since I will be teaching in the History
Department this spring, I thought you would all
like to know a little about my personal and pro-
fessional background.

I was born in a kibbutz (a communal vil-

lage) in Israel in 1954, and was raised in Tel
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Aviv, on the shores of the Mediterranean. Tel
Aviv shares some characteristics with Taipei,
though it is much smaller. It is messy, lively,
stays up late and gets up early, and has a rather
complicated relationship with the rest of the
country as well as the Jewish Diaspora. It was a
little provincial town with great aspirations
when [ was a child, and it is a bigger town with
even greater cosmopolitan aspirations now.

I served in the Israeli army in the early
1970s and then acquired a first degree in His-
tory at the University of Tel Aviv. After some
time in Germany and the United States I com-
pleted my D.Phil. at St. Antony’s College, Ox-
ford, in the early 1980s and taught for several
years at Tel Aviv before moving to the United
States, where I have been teaching at Brown
University, in Providence, Rhode Island, since
2000. I am married to Wai-yee Li (% Eif5%),
who is professor of Chinese literature at Har-
vard, and we have two children who are with us
here in Taipei.

My doctoral dissertation and first two
books, The Eastern Front, 1941-45 (1985), and
Hitler’s Army (1991), were engaged with the
indoctrination of German soldiers in World War
IT and the crimes committed by combat units of
the Wehrmacht, or German armed forces, espe-
cially in the war against the Soviet Union. |
then became interested in the links between the

reality and image of war since World War I as
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well as in the implementation and representa-
tion of genocide, particularly the Holocaust.
My next two books, Murder in Our Midst
(1996) and Mirrors of Destruction (2000) dealt
with these themes. My interest in Holocaust
historiography and the years of teaching a
course on the Holocaust at Rutgers University,
New Jersey, also led me to edit an anthology of
essays on this momentous event in 2000, while
an engagement with the relationship between
genocide and religion led to the publication of
the co-edited book (with Phyllis Mack), In
God’s Name (2001). Similarly, my preoccupa-
tion with war crimes led to the publication of
the co-edited book (with Atina Grossmann and
Mary Nolan), Crimes of War (2003). That same
year I also published the volume Germany’s
War and the Holocaust, which put together my
own essays on the links between war and geno-
cide especially within the context of modern
German history.

I then turned my attention more fully to
representation, and in 2005 published The
“Jew” in Cinema, which analyzed some 70
European, American, and Israeli films featuring
various versions of the stereotype of the “Jew”
and its relationship to violence. In the years
since then, my interest has increasingly shifted
east of Germany. A project I ran for several
years at Brown University’s Watson Institute on
the borderlands of Eastern Europe has recently
culminated in a forthcoming co-edited book
(with Eric Weitz), Shatterzone of Empires. My
own research in Western Ukraine, a region that
was called Galicia in the past, led to the writing
of my last book, Erased (2007), on the politics
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of memory in a region that was for several
centuries multiethnic and multi-religious but
experienced massive genocide and ethnic
cleansing in World War II. I am currently writ-
ing a history of one town in that region, starting
with the early modern period and progressing
all the way to the aftermath of destruction by
the Nazi occupation and communal massacres
in 1941-1944. The goal is to use this micro-
history to understand how interethnic rela-
tions evolved through coexistence, interac-
tion, and destruction. The town [ am writing
about, Buczacz (or Buchach), also happened to

have been my mother’s childhood home.
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