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I: Rilke’s “the Open”: creature’s/animal’s unmediated absorption into nature 

vs. man’s “World”: distancing representation 
II.1: Heidegger’s criticism of Rilke: humanization of the animal and animalization of man (p. 6) 
II.2: “reflective absorption as an intensification of such absorption” at the time of breakdown and 

reification: [biopolitical absorption] (p. 6) 
II.3: Heidegger’s two distinct kinds of “the open”: animal (in the realm of beings) vs. man (the 

clearing/unconcealedness of Being/truth in the realm of history) (p. 7) 
II.4: Heidegger: animal as “poor in world” or without world vs. man as world-forming (p. 8) 
III.1: Agamben: the uncanny proximity between animal and man: animal’s captivation and man’s 

boredom: delivered or exposed to an alterity that refuses itself: the traumatic, “creaturely” dimension 
in man (p. 10-11) 

III.2: Agamben: “This awakening of the living being to its own being-captivated, this anxious and 
resolute opening to a not-open, is the human.” (p. 12) 

IV.1: German-Jewish tradition that shifts the meaning of the creaturely toward the biopolitical: man’s 
exposure to a traumatic dimension of political power and social bonds (p. 12) 

IV.2: Schmitt’s sovereign decision: the sovereign’s state of exception or “ecstasy-belonging” (p. 13-14) 
IV.3: Santner’s definition of “creaturely life”: life exposed to “sovereign jouissance” (p.15) 
V.1. Benjamin: creaturely life as pertaining to ‘natural history”—the space between real and symbolic 

death, the space of the “undead” induced by “violence” (p.17) 
V.2: allegory: the mode for life “exposed to the implacable rhythms of natural history” (p.18) or to 

historical violence induced by law (19-20) 
VI: shame:  

1. Levinas: nakedness as intimacy or presence to ourselves (p. 23) 
2. Agamben: “summoned by an irrefutable order to be present at its own defacement”; the double 

movement of subjectification and desubjectification (p. 24) 
3. Santner: “an uncanny excess experienced as both intimate and foreign to oneself”: the “extimate” (p. 

23) that is called into existence by the “excitations of power” (p. 24) 
VIII. creature: shift of its meaning from the natural to the monstrous and unnatural in the 16th and 17th 

centuries: Subjects became the king’s creatures at the time of sovereign absolutism. (28-29) 
IX.1: the unconscious formations: the specific modes of expressivity of creaturely life (30) 
IX.2: drive/human sexuality: a natural historical by-product: called into being or written on the body by 

enigmatic signifiers (p. 31) 
IX.3: psychic events: traumatic encounter with the Other’s desire (p. 31) 
IX.4: enigmatic signifiers→unconscious residues or source-objects of the drives→signifying stress (p. 

33) → “partial objects, bits of the real forming the psychotic enclaves” in the psyche (p.35) 
IX.5: superego’s orders: categorical imperatives that are unjustifiable, immutable, irreplaceable (p. 35) 
X. miracle/turn/encounter: attentiveness to the Neigungswinkel (angle of inclination) (p. 37) 
POST.1: the creaturely: a biopolitical animation: jouissance related to the state of exception (p. 39) 
P.2: the impossible demand of assimilation and the “nothingness” of Torah for secular Jews (p. 39) 
P.3: Kantian conception of Judaism: dead letters with spirit (p. 40) 
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