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Modern ontology focuses on the shared structure of knowledge representation and sheds light
;J[-% on underling motivations of human conceptual structure. The talk addresses the issue of whether
ontological structures are linguistically represented. First, following the example set by Y. R.
_@ « | Chao’s (1955) ‘Notes on Chinese Grammar and Logic’, | aim to show how ontological structures
are encoded in Chinese Grammar. In particular, | argue that the ontological concept of endurant
vs. perdurant is elegantly instantiated in Chinese grammar, and by the category of M in
particular. This account supplements my previous studies showing that the Chinese orthography
instantiates a qualia driven ontological system and underlines the importance of conceptual basis
in accounting for linguistics systems. In addition, | will also show that endurant/perdurant
dichotomy can also be applied to account for the function of de 7 in Mandarin Chinese, to
motivate many grammatical changes, and to predict nominalization asymmetry in English.

% Audience are welcomed to refer to my paper on ontology and Chinese grammar in Lingua

Sinica, an OA journal for Chinese linguistics
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40655-015-0004-6
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