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Chapter 2 The Child
Child Loving: The Erotic Child and Victorian Culture (by James R. Kincaid)

I. the conceptual child in the Victorian Age
A. As the last decade of the nineteenth century opened, H. Clay Trumbull was able to announce that “the child” had become not only a legitimate object of notice but a major hit.

B. A group of modern historical constructionists, led by Philippe Ariès, show us the contingent, determined nature of the child.
C. Ariès is dong the rarest kind of history, a history of the present, aiming at de-naturing “the child,” exposing our own constructing apparatus, freeing us, at least a little, from the tyranny of our eccentric seeing.

D. The separation of childhood and adulthood: gradual or sudden? Separate or not?
E. The child as a difference can resemble very closely the otherness with which we formulate women and minorities.

F. The Victorian child is sexually neutral.

G. The encouragement of individualism. . . can be read a s a way to maintain the gap, to formulate the category of “child” so as to make it safely other.

II. Molds for casting childhood
A. The other-child must be formulated within recognizable bounds of otherness, most clearly otherness thought of as fluid, changeable.
B. A developmental model appears to be at work, an idea of change growing out of a “nucleus” in a child.
C. The child could do just as well for an image of transformation, of change figured not in evolutionary but in catastrophic terms.
D. But this equation of the child with “change,” even contradictory models of change, is too simple, failing to account for the way the child can be and is slotted into a psychology and an erotics of loss.

E. The fervent hope to catch the child and hold it, even at a distance, suggests. . . a well of desire deeper and more unsettled than anything either purely natural or simple escapist.

III. Official definitions of the child
A. All of this indicates a “natural” phenomenon (the child and its near neighbors) in the process of being artificially constructed and then quickly rushed into action.
B. We have, slowly but certainly, agreed on a collective illusion that the child is a biological category.

C. Childhood ended with the onset of puberty, of sexuality.

IV. The nature of the child
A. the child’s nature as the fallen nature we adults have left behind with the old Adam.

B. the boys’ moral childishness”
C. There are three essential things to note about this innocent child: first, it was concocted and not discovered; second, the quality of innocence was not only “protected” but inculcated and enforced; third, we vastly overstate the dominance of this view of the child in the Victorian period, expressing and exposing a need of our own.
D. For several reasons, this sort of child might need or merit protection.

E. Innocence is always seen as being defiled, slipping away, not what it used to be.  The child’s innocence, then, becomes a vulnerability.

F. Innocence is a faculty needed not at all by the child but very badly by the adult who put it there in the first place.

G. the “child of feeling”: this child is actively benevolent, compassionate, loving
H. The innocent child becomes increasingly vacant, drained of any capacity to feel.

I. the imaginary child vs. the real, abused child

J. child labor and child-as-prostitute

K. Innocence is a word created as a state of being that was pure nothingness, secretly nourished by its opposite.
L. As a category created but not occupied, the child could be a repository of cultural needs or fears not adequately disposed of elsewhere.
M. The vacuity of the child makes it available for centerings we do not want to announce openly.

V. Figures of the child
A. the happy child at play

B. the holy child at rest

i. The pure child is the absolutely obedient child, the child of God.  It would also be a child whose sense of absolute dependence, united with a sense of absolute moral allegiance, would render independent action on its part difficult.

ii. The child seems often formulated so as to be subject to absolute claims, claims that may take its life.
C. the worrisome child
D. the child at home

i. It is the family which defines the shape of the modern world, and the “child” which has made possible this modern family.
ii. the adherence of the family in and through the child vs. uneasy, even hostile relations between the child and parents

iii. In Victorian times, we might assume, the concept of the parent was as yet a little shaky and needed a great deal of bolstering in the form of buck-up discourse meant to provide some backbone for this newly put-together, barely dry model.

iv. If we think of our relation to children in reference to power, there is nothing to keep them from thinking in the same manner.  Parents will be losers.
v. parental avoidance of children in the nineteenth century
VI. managing the child
A. Management, a term which the OED says has enclosed from the very beginning broad traces not only of “control” but of “manipulation,” also has a secondary meaning applicable here in full: “ the working or cultivating (of land); hence dial. the process of manuring.”
B. defective mothers / guilty mothers
C. the training of children became a special field of knowledge.

D. Out of all this power brokering, this negotiating between parents and experts, out of all this intricate manipulating, this haggling over who is to be in control of the controlling, this careful cultivating of the land, we are left with a child even more empty than before.

VII. The child of wax, the ceramic child, the child botanical
A. Soft wax is a common figure for expressing our ability to stamp onto the child what we will: “Children’s minds are like wax, readily receiving any impression.”
B. a ceramic-products metaphor: the child can be molded to be something lovely to look at, which is, even better, a something, quite wonderfully, us.
C. The most common of these models for evacuating “the child” and exalting “the parent” is clearly that of “the nursery.”
VIII. The watchers, the influencers, the habit-formers
A. The nursery analogy has an advantage over the wax or ceramic models in that plants, unlike pots or seas, keep growing and keep changing, thus necessitating or excusing an inspection both more intensive and prolonged.

B. The watchfulness. . . strives to control the flow of “influences” coming into the child’s life and forming its contours.

C. The parent has the power to control the diet of impressions that will feed the subject throughout life: “their early impressions generally continue to old age,” toned down and modified a little by later experiences, perhaps, “but the shadow is there.”
D. Usually habits. . . seem to be bad things, a burden the adult must carry from childhood. . . .  Habit holds all the negative possibilities, not in the sense of bad habits but in the sense that the child might have control of them. . . 

IX. On idleness and obedience
A. Idleness is the best thing in the world for us, next to emptiness—in fact is nothing more than the outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual nothingness.

B. An obedient child is an echo, a dullish sort of replication of ourselves.
Chapter 3 The Budding Body

Child Loving: The Erotic Child and Victorian Culture (by James R. Kincaid)

I. Body Power

A. The body has an unruly way of being less obedient than we would like, of taking on an unwelcome autonomy.

B. For all its feistiness, this new body is nothing if not delicate, forever demanding attention and selfdom making it clear just what kind of fixing it needs.

II. Body-Laws
A. A physiological law is not so much a law controlling the body as a law the body uses to control us.
B. We can assume that Victorians saw gender difference; but it does seem that they were far less eager than we to make them linchpins of an entire conceptual system.

C. Were the body and its functions to be understood in reference to models of change or models of fixity? (the reclaimable body of the prostitute)
III. Body-Centers
A. Nerve-Force Centers

i. The mention of brain and spinal chord suggests a complex nervous system, but the fuel both driving that system and produced by it is this amazing nerve force.

ii. This energy is often figured as a reservoir or a fixed supply.

iii. A synergistic model (a “central and nervous” organization)
B. Chemical Centers—“In order that we may be able to grow and act, our bodies have in them a power, or ‘force’ called chemical affinity. . . .  A very tiny chemical change, such as a very little more or less of any of its ingredients, may cause a complete change in the thing itself; and an enormous power lies in the slightest chemical change.”
C. Blood-Centers: “in the organic world the blood or other nutrient fluids in animals, or the sap in vegetable life, is the material agency by which the conversion of potential into kinetic energy is maintained.”
D. Electro-Magnetic Centers: “When arterial blood circulates it the capillaries, there it has the properties of giving out or imparting to the texture a force which is none other than Electric and Magnetic.’
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