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Dr. Chen Wen-chen Memorial Square

Dr. Chen Wen-chen (1950-1981) graduated from National Taiwan University's
Department of Mathematics in 1972 and received his doctorate in statistics
from the University of Michigan in 1978. From there, he went straight into an
assistant professorship in the Department of Statistics at Carnegie Mellon
University, where he distinguished himself academically. While teaching and
pursuing academics in the United States, Dr. Chen also cared deeply about
Taiwan. He was an active participant in a Taiwanese association and a human
rights association, and he supported the Taiwanese democratic movement.
Because of this, he became a target of ROC intelligence agencies. In 1981,
when Dr. Chen returned to Taiwan with his wife and child to visit relatives, he
still remained under surveillance. On July 2nd of that year, he was taken away
by members of the Taiwan Garrison Command for questioning, and on July
3rd, was found dead on the lawn of NTU's Research Library. The Transitional
Justice Commission’s 2020 investigation report states that there is a high
probability Dr. Chen Wen-chen's death was a homicide. This Square serves as

a memorial site for his death.

In 2011, the NTU Student Association and the NTU Graduate Student
Association began holding memorial vigils for Dr. Chen at this location; and
at the following year's University Affairs Meeting, a memorial monument was
proposed. After continuous efforts, the proposal for the Dr. Chen Wen-chen
Memorial Square was approved at the University Affairs Meeting in March
2015. Funds for the construction of the Square were raised with assistance
from the Dr. Chen Wen-chen Memorial Foundation, the NTU Department of
Mathematics, the NTU Student Association, and the NTU Graduate Student
Association. Ground was broken in July 2020, and the Square was completed in
February 2021.
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