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Reminder of House Renting

I. The House

A. Age of the house

B. The conditions of the house: It is recommended to ask the landlord whether

anything happened to the house before.

1. Are there any cracks or deformations on walls, ceilings, or beams?
2. Do all the doors, windows, and cabinets function normally?
3. Isthere mold on walls? Is there any leakage? (Please pay extra

attention to the junctions and seams of walls in bathroom and kitchen. See
whether the paintwork has flaked off and whether any tiles are off.) It is also
recommended to visit the house on a rainy day to find out potential leakage
more easily.

4. Do all the toilets function well?

5. Are the wires of appliances in house too old? Are they out of function?

C. Indoor (environmental) quality: How are the lighting, layout, and ventilation?

D. Building materials: Are they solid? How is the sound insulation? Is there any

leakage?

*Note: Compartments by wooden walls have poorer sound insulation and are

combustible.

E. Resident Security

1.

2.

Are all the means of escape barrier-free? Are there any emergency lights?
Is there access control?
Gas water heaters must not be installed indoors or on balconies with

windows.



Note: Rooftop add-ons, whether by galvanized iron sheets or concrete, are

illegal. Please avoid renting rooftop add-ons of all forms.

II. Surroundings

A.

If time permits, it is recommended to visit the house at different times of day,
in order to thoroughly check its surroundings during day and night. Things to
notice include: is there enough lighting around/on the way to the house? Are
there any shops around?

Other important factors of the surroundings: traffic convenience,
environmental noises (of markets, temples, schools, etc.), tidiness, the
neighborhood, etc.

Aside from checking things mentioned on your own, you can also consult the

neighborhood for further information if possible.

III. Safety during your Visit

A.

B.

It is recommended to visit the house with companies and pay attention to the
surroundings. You can make an appointment with your friends beforehand and
stay in contact all the time.

Let the door/gate remain open just in case.

IV. Things to Know about House Renting

A.

No matter how short the rental period would be, make sure to sign a formal
contract.

Before renting a house, talk to the landlord in person and understand his/her
personality, nature of work, and residence. You should know if the landlord
can help you deal with unexpected incidents. (If he/she lives far away, he/she
may be unavailable in terms of accidents.)

When signing a contract, be sure to ask the landlord to offer the following

documents to prove his/her identity and claim to the house:



1.

2.

Proof of the landlord's identity (e.g. ID card).

House ownership, house tax statement, or land registration transcription.
In face of a sublessor, ask him/her to offer his/her agreement with the
landlord and check his/her rental period. You should find whether the
sublessor has the right to lease the house and whether the house has

already been subleased to others.

D. When looking for a house to rent, it is recommended to confirm the following

matters with the landlord:

1.

Does the rent includes utility bills, the cost of air-conditioning, cable TV,
Internet, building management, etc.?

How much is the rent? When to pay? How to pay? It is better to ask the
landlord to issue a receipt.

How much is the deposit? When to pay? How to pay? It is better to ask the
landlord to issue a receipt.

What are the original items of furniture and equipment in the room? Would
the landlord offer other items (if needed) without charge?

Where are the public territories? Does tenants have the right to use them
(e.g. bathroom, living room, kitchen, etc.)

What happens if items in the house or in public areas are broken? Who is
responsible for their repairs? Who should undertake the cost of repairs?
What should you do for an early termination of the contract (e.g. if the
house doesn’t suit you or you need to leave Taiwan earlier)? Would the
deposit be confiscated? Would you have to pay extra due to the breach of
agreement?

Does the landlord has any special requirements? Are both male and female

allowed to rent the house? Can tenants keep a pet in the house? Would



tenants live with the landlord? Can tenants hammer nails into the wall? Is
it permitted for non-residents to spend nights in the house?
9. Do you have basic understandings about other tenants (e.g. age, sex,
nationality, occupation, and lifestyle)?
E. Changes in the contract should be based on mutual agreement with one's seal
or signature. This could prevent potential disputes in the future.
F. Both parties should keep a copy of the contract as evidence.
G. After moving in, it is recommended to take photos of the original arrangement
and items in the house in case of potential disputes in the future.
V. References
A. Ministry of the Interior: Sample Residential Lease Agreement (the Chinese
and English versions)
B. Tsuei Ma Ma Foundation: Sample Residential Lease Agreement (the Chinese
and English versions)
C. The Check List for House Renting (the Chinese and English versions)
D. The Item-List of Landlord-provided furniture (the Chinese and English

versions, from Tsuei Ma Ma Foundation)
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