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A Study on the Symbolism
and Uses of “Fans” in
West Lake Fan and Peach Blossom Fan

Lai, Hui-chuan™

Abstract

In the performing arts, the fan is an imperative device. The fan alows
multiple transformations that conform with the social status, behavior and
unique characteristics of the characters. In the dramas, writers cleverly use the
fan as an interweaving device with substantial linkage to the plot. For instance,
in the Ching dynasty, the dramatist Ding Y ao-kang (1599-1669), in his play
West Lake Fan used the fan as a metaphor to elaborate on the natura
characteristics of water lilies and compares that with life. Also, another
dramatist, Kong Shang-ren(1648-1718), in his play titled Peach Blossom Fan,
expressed the rise and fall of a dynasty through the fan. These two plays

* Fourth Year Master’s Student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Sun
Y at-sen University.
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portray the feeling of separation and reunion through the opening and closing
of the fan, which alows it to become an essential symbol throughout. In
addition, in these two plays the fan is aso a token of the lovers’ love, and
furthers the plots well. Thisis show clearly in the explanatory words of Peach
Blossom Fan where it explains how the fan is like a luminous dragon pearl
that attracts the gaze of the dragon just as the author is drawn to the fan as a
symbol that ties together the plot; and at the same time the fan acts as a
significant stage prop. Therefore, further investigation of the symbolism and
usage of the fan is presented elaborated in this study to explore the structure,

the plot, and the intention of the writer.

Key words: West L ake Fan, Peach Blossom Fan, Fan
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