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An overview of the Spaniards in
Taiwan (1626-1642)

José Eugenio Borao

(National Taiwan University,
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature)

Abstract: The Spaniards stayed in Taiwan in the 17th century
for only 16 years. In such a short time they did few things and lef
behind little influence in the island when they left (a huge fortress,
some place names, more than one thousand converts, etc.). But if we
see them exploring their own self-consciousness, we can think that
their presence was a metaphor of the decline of the Spanish Empire,
which became a secondary power after the treaties of Westphalia in
1648. In this paper | would like to present, first, an introduction of all
the driving forces that brought the Spaniards to Taiwan; second, the
encounter that they had with the Chinese, focusing particularly in the
parian of Manila and the small parians of Quelang and Tamchui, and
finally how the idea of law was very much present in the official self-
consciousness: on their arrival by “justifying” the conquest, and on
their departure by looking for the responsibilities of the defeat. | will
focus in the ideology behind one of the most important trials ever held
in Manila, the one against the Governor General Corcuera, accused
of being the ultimate culprit of the loss of the Spanish garrison of Que-

lang (present Jilong).

—— S



that h1ad grrlved In the Philippines only one (in fact less) was able to re-
turn. Amid several doubts they decided to accept' this situation, to hold
the archipelago and to see which other possibilities the land miéht offer
IN the early years, the Philippine archipelago basically meant just Luzor;
and few other islands around Cebu. The whole territory was surrounded
by Muslims in the South, the kingdom of Siam in the far West, the feudal
Japan in the far north along their route back to Mexico, and the most im-
portant power was the great kingdom of China in the Northeast.

During the last decades of the 16" century all these kingdoms were
attracted by the silver of Manila that had crossed the Pacific Ocean from
Mexico, and from other opportunities that this city populated by white
people, dressed in a different fashion, offered to them. But, these over-
seas barbarians—as they might have been considered—were still wor-
thy of some attention. Manila very quickly became a multicultural society
under the control of the Spanish elite, where the Chinese were the most
respected settlers since they provided the most important services, not
only as silk suppliers for the cargo of the galleon, but also as artisans
and farmers. Their abundant and fine silk and porcelain was loaded
once a year on two or three galleons going to Mexico, in July. It islimpor—
tant to say that the route of the galleons from Acapulco to Manila was
shorter (three months) and much secure than the othgr way around (the
so-called “tornaviaje”, five months with many hardships). Consequently
the flux of silver to the islands was more regular and stab!e than t‘he flow
of silk to Mexico. In other words, while the common Spaniards might get
ooorer after the failure of a ship going to Mexico, as their agents could
not be able to cash the loaded silk, on the other hand the colony and

' ' ilver, or situ-
their administrators could survive since the annual flow of sil
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'sl S h\f'v\,’iilsJagglr?ese Dutch and Chinese In the turn of the 16 (:entUry'
Crises, )

1600: The changing panorama in Manila at the turn of the century

th "

In the first case, the Japanese at the end of the 16 ce!r_witig;y ;v;rer-;n
a process of unification of the country under the S'hoc?unnd evZan M e
had already heard about the Portuguese, the Spaniards a . kex_
ico, especially since the fully load galleon San Felfpe was shipwrecked
in 1596 in the coast of Japan awakening his avarice. Since some years
before, he was engaged in military expeditions against Korea and now
he even though of conquering the Philippines. The Spamards prepared
for a possible attack and they explored Isla Hermosa (Taiwan) as a pos-
sible “middle fortress” and battlefield between themselves and Japan,

But, the sudden death of Hideyosi dissipated the threat and the Spanish
interest in Taiwan.,

The second crisis came with the arrival of a Dutch fleet under the
command of Oliver Noort. The reason is that Phillip Il had excluded the
Dutch from the Portuguese harbors ang consequently to the participa-
tion in the spices trade. The Dutch, who had privately joined the Por-
tuguese galleons, were using now their recently acquired knowledge
to reach the Moluccas on their own. The arrival of Noort to Manila after

accelerated the creation of that Company in 1602

lion ended in the first massacre against the Chinese in 1603. 2

At the end of the 16th century it was clear that the Spanish pres-
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In the following twenty years the international panorama was de-
fined by the growing presence of the Dutch, entering in the trade in
Japan as competitors of the Portuguese and pressuring Macao and
Manila with blockades to cut the Chinese trade with the Philippines. The
Spanish governor of Manila reacted in 1626 by occupying a post in Isla
Hermosa to counterbalance the Dutch post established two years ear-
lier in Tayouan (present Tainan), and at the same time to see if this could
be a second point of attraction for the Chinese trade. But the move had
other significance for missionaries as it offered a petter oppgrtunnt_y to
sneak into Japan, in a moment of growing persecution, especially since
1624; and to find a way to enter China avordmg.the Portugues‘e control
of Macao. These were the parameters that defined the Spanish pres-

ence in the island.

1. The economic background (see the annex)

h presence in Taiwan we have rgfer to the
e commercial framework during years
mrom the moment that China prohibited

il the moment the ban was totally lifted
! t role as a commercial en-

To understand the Spanig
role of the island in the mariti
1543 to 1683. These years 9o f
Private overseas trade (1543) untit i i
(1683). At that time, Taiwan had an Imp




ates wokou (wakd) and Chinese

At | nese pir , .
trepét in the area, where Japa P ' exchange. According 1o T'sag

irates haikou met for their commercial exchangy : _
sung-ho, “we can differentiate three periods in this general view and its

influence on Taiwan. The first one (1543-1567) was ch.aracterlzed by a
lack of formal trade relations between Japan anq Ching. In 1543, the
Japanese shogunate decided to break the previous tributary system
with China. This meant a lack of formal relations that led the traders gf
these two countries to find informal ways of interaction. In March, Apnl,
and August of 1553, Wang Zhi invaded China with hundreds of ships
along the coast from Jiangsu to Zhejiang. The Chinese Commanders Yu
Dayou and Qi Jiguang resisted the wokou, and later defeated hlm at Pu-
tuoshan (1553) and Taizhou (1555). The wokou sought refuge in Taiwan,
which became a center of buccaneering activities.

The second period (1567-1642) was defined by the appearance
of Western merchants. The first stage (1567-1622) of this period coin-
cided with the consolidation of the international routes with the arrival of
the Portuguese (Malacca, 1511; Hirado, 1543; Macao, 1557), who had,
by the end of the 16" century, practically monopolized trade between
China and Japan. In fact, one of the reasons why Portuguese were ac-
cepted in Macao was that they could help the Chinese authorities in
controlling wokou activities. In 1568, the Ming Court partially lifted the
ban on private trade and Yuegang was the port designated to conduct
these activities. As a result Taiwan grew in importance as a meeting
place of the Sino-Japanese smuggling trade. During this time, among
the most famous Chinese haikou operating in the Southern seas was
Limahong (Lin Feng). In 1574, Limahong went to the Philippines with a
fleet of 200 ships and 10,000 men to conquer Manila. He almost suc-
ceeded; but after the Spanish counteroffensive he had to retreat to
Pangasinan. This helped the Spaniards enter in good relations with the
Chinese authorities. Limahong escaped to Taiwan and disappeared
from history. Tayfusu was one of the most famous Japanese wokou and
in 1582, he was in Cagayan (northern Luzon) with 10 ships; governor
Gonzalo Ronquillo de Pefalosa sent Captain Juan Pablo de Carrién
and other Japanese who had fortified at the entrance of Cagayan River
to face him. Finally, Carrion defeated those 600 Japanese. The second
stage (1622-1642, coinciding with the Spanish presence in Quelang) of
the period was of Dutch dominance - little by little, the Portuguese were
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ituted by the
tshuebirS tiIriLtJr;st—Asiiltic c?)umtﬁwhérrzvgo el e T GG O P A
| >rce as WQH as connecting Taiwan to the inter-
national traSe routes. This started in 1636 when the Dutch gained more
control qf the Taypuan area after defeating the natives of Mattaw and
grew l_Jnt” 1542' L|.Tan was one of the most famous Chinese haikou dur-
ing this period. This merchant-pirate was also known as Captain China.
He went as a young man to Manila to try his fortune. Later he became
the leader of the Chinese in Hirado, using the bay of Tayouan as trans-
shipment base of Chinese goods. He also played an important role in
the negotiations between the Dutch and the governor of Fujian; and in
1624, he convinced the Dutch to give up their fortress in Pescadores
and move to Taiwan. Li Tan died in 1625 (S/T, 62-69). ‘Besides Li Tan
and Yan Siqi, the so-called Pedro China who was the second in com-
mand of Li Tan, there was Nicolés Iquam (Zheng Zhilong, 1604-1661).
He was originally the lieutenant of Li Tan and later controlled the China
Sea. This coincided with the period of Spanish presence in Taiwan al-
though he had few dealings with the Spaniards. During the second half

of this period, the haikou system ended for the following reasons. On

na, lguam surrendered, in August 1628, to the new gov-

the part of Chi
st him as an admiral

ernor of Fujian, Xiong Wencan, who offered to inve

of the Chinese coastal defenses forces in return for abandoning his
d defeated former ally pirates Quit-

piratical activities. He accepted an
sick, Tousailack, and Jan Lauw, and gathered all their followers under

his influence. Between 1635-1640 [quam cooperated with the Dutch in
sending Chinese merchandise to Tayouan, which the Dutch reshipped
to Japan, and via other actions, such as assisting the Dutch in expelling
the Spaniards from northern Taiwan. Iquam was succeeded by his son

Koxinga (Zheng Chenggong, 1624-1662).
can be defined as the Chinese com-

The third period (1642—1683) ' .
encountered lquam, seeing him as an

petition. At that time, the Dutch ' :
important competitor for né started to trade directly with Japan and
f the VOC trade. This forced the Dutch to
land to the Chinese

caused the drastic decline O |
rely on the island resources (deer hunting, leasing

for sugar cane, etc.), until the conquest of Koxmga: Once the Zheng
regime was established in Taiwan (1662-1683), Koxinga attgmpted‘to
compete with the Dutch in Southeast Asia — he even ConSIQQred in-
vading the Philippines. Occasionally, his sons cooperated with Dutch

-
(1626-1642]
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(1664-68) and English (1670-1680) traders but achieved IIT(f\!F;v. .TWO years
after the conquest of Taiwan by the Qing navy general Shi Lang, the
Emperor Kangxi lifted the ban on maritime commerce, and‘ the tradl_tIOn-
al framework of East Asian trade revived. Taiwan once again found itself
lying outside the main routes of international trade, switching to the local

development of a rural society.

2. The Spanish dealings with the Chinese in Isla Hermosa

In 1626 the Spaniards finally settled in Quelang (modern Keelung),
and from there increased their relations with the Chinese. We can con-
sider three formal attempts to contact the Chinese authorities. The first
happened during the times of the first governor, Carrefio, when a fleet
dispatched from Manila tried unsuccessfully to reach Taiwan in Septem-
ber 1627. Only two galleys managed to stop over in Pescadores, where
they were well received by the Chinese authorities (S/T, 134). As a re-
sult, a couple of months later (towards the end of 1627), the above-men-
tioned mandarin visited the fortress in Quelang in order to know more
about the intentions of the Spanish settlement but he did not offer any
commercial commitment (S/7, 132-133). The next governor, Alcarazo,
also tried to establish some formal contact with China in two occasions.
The first happened by chance when he set off for Isla Hermosa. One of
his galleys lost its bearings and passed by China. There, the Spaniards
received a warm welcome, and after the news reached San Salvador,
Alcarazo sent a lieutenant to start contacts. But he came back with
news of the political changes in China, particularly the death of the em-
peror and his powerful minister, the eunuch Wei Zhongxien, which had
resulted in the freezing of all maritime political activity. He tried again on
30 December 1630, when he sent a formal embassy to China led by the
ltalian Dominican Cocci. It was a failure because he was attacked by
the crew of the sampan. Maybe the main achievement of Cocci as am-
bassador was to discover a factory of fake Spanish coins in Fuzhou. Af-
ter these attempts, no formal talks were resumed and the China project
was abandoned. But like in Manila, Chinese traders approached the
Spanish post in Quelang looking for commercial opportunities, but to a
lesser extent than they did with Tayouan, the Dutch factory and city un-
der the protection of Fort Zeelandia. In all these cases the Chinese set-
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“ed dOWﬂ f()l|f1\ﬁf|[']g the Darian .
patavia, etc. To better understang ;

make a reference to the one IN Manila

The parian, alcaizeria or Chinese market in Mapj]
a

This new kind of settlement Whi
‘ ch appeared in ilippi
&5 Cour;terpart In the Spanish Cities of America th;hsazzglz?lgi?nzzz
market,” although was in some ways similar to g type of Spanish market

called alcaizeria, where all kind of goods were sold. The parian in Ma

nila was composed of provisional houses with roof -
i of stra
purnt down and it had to be W, that easily

relocated severa| times; but always near

Ier. .The first one was established in 1581
by Governor Gonzalo Ronquillo inside the walled city, but it was burnt

down on 30 January 1583. Soon later Governor Diego Ronquillo made
a second one nearby. In 1588 it was also burnt down, but it was recon-
structed in the same place by Governor Santiago de Vera, who expand-
ed it in 1590. This is the parian where the Dominicans Benavides and
Cobo started their first missionary contact with Chinese. and the place
where they published in 1593 the three first books of the Philippines,
two of them in Chinese, the Shi Lu,’ and a Doctrine.® It lasted in this
location until November 1593, when Governor Gémez Dasmarifias was
assassinated by some Chinese forced rowers on a military expedition to
Ternate. The third parian was located in the exterior area of the walled
city; and, in 1594, Luis Dasmarifias made a new one (the fourth) in the
other part of the River, in the area called Binondo, which until todgy i
the heart of the Chinese quarter of Manila. It was burnt down again in
August 1595, and Luis Dasmarifias reconstructed it‘soon after in the
area called Arroceros (fifth parian), near the walled city, the number of
Chinese residents reached 8,000, but two years later, in 1597 was burnt
down again. Reconstructed probably by Governor Te'r'f’ de Guuzrrizia:]n.
it lasted six years, because in the above—men'tloned .C mesde SEO edg
of 1603, and the succeeding massacre “ ChmF?Sg;olth;a:cueﬁa v:her;
This time it was not reconstructed unti '16?5rbt§r/adi = ame, b ks
the Chinese decided to return to Manila OS t was burnt down again,
Chinese population reached 28,000 persons, it was Ut SCTH SEECE
and Governor General Nifio de Tavora had to re

\__‘___.___‘;

26-1642)

| in Taiwan (16
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governorship of Corcuera, it was destroyed again Whe;', - “d up-
rising of the Chinese took place (1639-1640) with some eration of
the pirate and merchant Iquam (Zheng Jilong), which was foliowed by
another massacre.!" Gonzalo Portillo at that time “captain of the ‘?Dan-
ish infantry in the fort and garrison of San José de Tondo [Manila]” (SIT,
312) participated actively in the Chinese repression in 1639 ‘Just before
being assigned to Isla Hermosa as governor. When the situation calmed
down, Governor General Hurtado de Corcuera reconstructed the parian

in 1640 in Tondo, but in 1642 there was another fire.

The Jose Luis Bello Art Museum of Puebla (Mexico) keeps an oil
painting on the inside of a wooden chest representing the city of Manila
around 1640, where the Chinese quarter can be easily recognized. As
we have implied earlier, this urban structure of the parian was also de-
veloped in Isla Hermosa, but on a smaller scale.

The parian of Quelang

Chinese were frequent visitors of Quelang before the arrival of the
Spaniards, but—according to Aduarte—the small parian of San Sal-
vador started taking shape just before 1630; and it even had a small
church which was destroyed in 1631 by a typhoon, the same day that
the zealous missionary Esquivel arrived in Isla Hermosa (SIT, 204).
One of the earlier descriptions of this “embryonic city”, recorded by the
Dutch in that year, includes a first reference to the embryonic parian:

In between the fort and the hill, on which a chapel has been built, stand
about thirty wooden houses inhabited by the governor and about the married

men, mostly officers of the garrison, merchants, and some other persons. No

more than ten Chinese houses are located there, all belonging to Chinese

12
workers.

In 1632, when Esquivel referred for the first time the parian, he con-
sidered these houses as an existing district (S/T, 185). Certainly, it is
difficult to imagine there would be more than those ten houses, since
Fujian was very near and the Sangleys tried to minimize their stay when
arriving in Quelang just for business (S/T, 178). The Chinese living in
Quelang also engaged in subsistence agriculture. We know this be-
cause as soon as Lamotius arrived in Quelang in 1642 (once the Dutch
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took over the Spanig

h arrie
in the fort and respect ?he ngahe Ordered h;

These Chinese
tanl, Betavia Man“aqueatgters extending throughout South East Asia (Pa-
ih6 BBGE '+ B1C.) were we|| known by the Chinese iti
Y ‘ gave up thejr claim to exercise g Inese authorities,

> Wehave said, the arriyg| of
; ' th -y ;
ian and to administer justice i« -, "2Ndarins in Maria to visit the par-

of 1603 occurred '

e complant ot e et ot 57152 A% us (o s
_ . _ Ou made to Cocci, on his arrival
in C_hma, In 1632, about some Smuggling of goods (called Tibucao)
carried out near San Salvador using unlicensed sampans. He warned
Cocci—who acted in his position as ambassador of the governor of Isla
Hermosa—that if things continue in the same way “a mandarin will be
assigned to collect those duties in [Quelang]” (SIT, 178). However, soon
the political instability of China seems to have reduced the coastal mag-
istrates’ interest for the parian in Quelang.

After 1634 the small church in the parian was re-established (SIT,
573), but no other records of missionary action with the Sangleys were
reported. In 1639, there is a reference which sho.ws that the life in
the parian had some elements of administratiqn, since the governor,
Cristobal Marquez made a formal notification to it, saying that the trade
with China should be conducted in Quelang, not in Tamchui, nottlflggt;og
that also was sent to China (S/7, 307.)- Marquez aI(sz Cotrgr;‘::;g é]hi-
letter that the Sangleys went to see him {0 solve a Isp(L:J1 : hisginca-

s not able to solve the problem due to |
riese, merchants: e Wa- least it shows the fact that the Chinese
pacity of understanding it, but at lea

' t least indirectly
: ' the matter, showing a .
BRI, I En T g oinm these last years of the Spanish pres-

: ion. In fact, . o ce amon
Atk 'egiléilierlltese who started to exercise 6} msjoOrulglf;JneJ but morg
I 1
ence, the ne>.< s V6 | not only . oti-
the Chinese in North Taiwa ain comp

- as
prominently in Tamchui, as he V:'/th iy
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The parian of Tamchui

In Tamchui another parian was in existence at Ie;:\st S|;Siet;r;estges
of Esquivel, who reported that “near the harbor of am.cr:1 el mo?-
leys are setting up a small parian, that is bound to grow | et 3
and more Sangleys have said they will go there t0 SOW e , =
plant sugarcane” (SI7, 185). Esquivel, in his interest f‘or J?pa”, a SF’) en-
visioned another quarter for Japanese—like the oné In Dilao (Manila)—
who could come for agricultural purposes. The parian of Tamchui gréw
specially after the Dutch conquered the North and placgd the.capltal
of the area, not in Quelang but in Tamsui. For example, in April 1648,
Plockhoy reported that there were 78 Chinese in Tamsui, Iand three. of
them had recently married non-Christian women."” But this population
fluctuated, since two years later only 35 are mentioned. They appear
under the leadership of Siotangh, “who dominated them with intoler-
able pressure”.”® In any case, the parian grew in a regular shape, as is
shown in the map of Keerdekoe (1654).

After consolidating the main Spanish settlement of San Salvador
and its extension in Santo Domingo, the Spaniards were considering
extending their influence to other parts in the northern territories, es-
pecially to secure the arrival from Manila. Esquivel recommended the
port of Catinunum (San Lorenzo) as the most suitable place (SIT, 162),
but no special settlement in Catinunum was reported during the sixteen
years of Spanish presence. Besides, in these Eastern coastal areas of
Isla Hermosa no Chinese were living, although they had some commer-
cial intercourse.

3. Cosmopolitism, laws and spirit of reform

Probably one of the main conceptual problems that eastern civiliza-
tions may have experienced upon the arrival of Westerners was to differ-
entiate the nationals of the different countries. First, they have to learn—
as it happened with the Japanese—the difference between Portuguese
and Spaniards, and once they knew it they had to overcome the fact
that being two different nations in fact they been ruled by the same king
since 1580. More confusion was added when the Dutch appear there,
since they were also under the same king, at least formally speaking,
but in fact they were in open rebellion against him, consequently Span-
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Cosmopolitism under a common law

For Eastern societies, like China,
experience. But for them it was more

tion of different people living together with different laws and customs.
Maybe, the novelty brought by Westerners in cities like Manila, was that
the new cosmopolitism was under a single rule of law. A law that, even
if it was used for the benefit of the rulers, defending their privileges and
creating differences among the people, was still somehow a referential
law for everybody, with a clear differentiation of rights and duties. May-
be they were surprised by institutions like the Audiencia (or Supreme
Court) in which the judges had an authority independent from the gov-
ernor, even though he was officially the president of such a court. This
system counterbalance of power was gxtended to other spheres, for ex-
ample the bishop, whose moral authority had an impact on government

decisions.

Cosmopolitanism was not a new
as a multicultural kind of aggrega-

inds of cosmopolitanism, one resulting of the “power

. h_
. o hinese, Japanese and other Sout
of attraction of silver”, that brought C o = sl a1 ke

; . - lticu ;
East Asia nationals into another md ity of those coming across

Shihe Gominnt O ma\i/r;r??r:giglﬁrtihey were people speaking
Tl L 'ty, e
the Pacific was political uni

- iards, men
of soldiers were Spaniards, m

' . Among the group ' ider those arriving

dflfferent lahguagzﬁon even Flemish; and, if wenc(;ar}zl;aelfo& ilieos aiee

ﬁ\ ;h? Mextlf?::]e were F'Dampangas' Cagayar}iitathey were marching un-

Sl manifested in the fact re not only Spaniards,
national dlStlngtIOﬂSrS Among the clergy, they we

der their own banners.

' inians.
but Portuguese, Italians of Sardin

There were two K

n Taiwan (1626 1642)

———

‘ |
An overview of the Spamards




ioined the armies were clas-
_the people who had joined If
ool i artillerymen, infantrymen, adven.

f r structure: sailors, m
tS:r'gsc.j. L;?%e;ﬁ chlet;lem were integrated in a common Str?tlfle-?h.System’
which applyed to salary, benefits, honors, rights and duties. This strati
fication reached even the slaves, some of private ownership, Otherg of
public such as the “slaves of the king”, usually black people. Certainly

d through laws that need

such a complex society can only be organize
to be updated and rewritten whenever circumstance.s changed. For e’f'
ample, the natives of the Philippines had some particular laws for their

own protection in the Leyes of Indias,'” and even the Sangleys were

included.™

Reformation and the arbitrist spirit

The law is usually attached to a policy of reformation, and the man
that championed this spirit of reformation during the times of Philip [V
was his prime minister the Count-Duke of Olivares (1622-1643), a hard
working committed man who carried out an ambitious policy of reforma-
tion, through the creation of Juntas (i.e., special committees). But his
policies failed in the end after some military defeats, those of Montjuic
(June 1641), Lérida (October 1642), a conspiracy in Andalusia (Sum-
mer of 1641), and his final destierro (1643), first in his own lands near
Madrid, and later after new accusations to the city of Toro (1643). To
add more trouble he was tried by the Inquisition (1644) the year before
he died. During the governorship of Olivares the arbitristas flourished.
This name comes from arbitrio, or “solution” given to particular prob-
lems of the kingdom. Consequently, the arbitristas (considered as the
first economic thinkers) were those clergymen, military men, business-
men or public servants, who during the second part of the 16" century
and along the 17" century wrote several reports or treaties dealing
with political or economic problems. The government itself had its own
policymakers, and a case for the Philippines can be seen in the long
report that Grau y Monfalcén,” the procurator in the Council of Indies
made on the archipelago. There we can see a lengthy report of the situ-
ation, with some recommendations. The same analytical spirit can be
recognized in the Junta of 1637 for the dismantling of the fortress of Isla
Hermosa, or even in the detailed proceedings of the Corcuera's Judg-
ment of residency. Nevertheless, the arbitristas were more thinkers than
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public servants, For -
ample .
Royal accountant. Tapms ' 8venif gom .
+ 1om € of the : .
de Cell6rigo was 4 |aWyaeSr de Mercagq was g the(;"Og::nLUisc?glz was a
' » and Gonzélez

;ergfc;r;foé blshop Aduarte after hig visit to Isla Hermosa (based in the
i S?U|v§l of 1.632)’ vyho was probably an arbitrio on handle down
O the royal officers in Manila. On the other hand, other subsequent re-

por.tsllike ’Ehose of De los Angeles or Quirés, cannot be considered as
arbitrios, since they were

4. The trial of Corcuera

The sense of law was very important for Spaniards, and it was gen-
erally understood that a man is the subject of some rights and duties,
something important in the sophisticated society that they came from.
They started their presence in Taiwan with a formal concern for the law
and amid many legal disquisitions,” and they ended it creating another
legal issue two years later that ended in the trial of the Manila Generil
Governor Hurtado de Corcuera, accused of the loss of Isla Hermosa.l
The trial lasted five months, from August 1644 to January 1645, and it
can be considered as a turning point of the Spanish colonlal‘nmdgnktght%
in the Philippines. In order to better understand the case we will divide |

into three phases.

The three phases of the Corcuera’s trial
ber 1644) started when the

Septem
from August 10 6P ted the initial charges

The firsh phaseL n Caballero, presen

public prosecutor, Sebastia




on 20 August, establishing the grounds for his succeeding arguments
(SIT, 482-484). His main premise was that Corcuera, having convoked g
council in 1637 to discuss the dismantling of the forces of Isla Her.rnosa.
resolved the matter with the majority favoring a withdrawal. DGSDItQ the
resolution, Corcuera not only failed to pursue the p'?”i he also drastical-
ly reduced the number of military personnel on the island. The next day,
Antonio de Santibanez, solicitor of the Royal Prosecutor, summoned to
the stand two former governors of Isla Hermosa who were then still liv-
Ing in Manila (SIT, 484-489). The first was Sergeant Major Alonso Garcia
Romero, who not only participated in the said council of 1637, but
who also figured as the chief advocate of maintaining the forces in Isla
Hermosa. The second witness was Sergeant Major Cristébal Marquez
Valenzuela, predecessor of the controversial Gonzalo Portillo. Santi-
bafez called in three more officers from 31 August to 3 September to
corroborate the above-mentioned statements (S/7, 489-496). These of-
ficers were Second Lieutenants Felipe Tamargo and Antonio Pérez de
Herrera and Sergeant Major Pedro de Jara Quemada. Basing his argu-
ments on the statements of these officers, the public prosecutor wanted
to establish that Corcuera was ultimately responsible for the defeat. At
the end of that month, the general auditor of the islands, Nicolas Anto-
nio de Omanfa, secured Corcuera’s statement (SIT, 496-498). The former
governor answered the questions and justified his actions, asserting,
for example, that he delayed the dismantling of the forces because he
awaited specific instructions from the King.

The second phase was held a few weeks later (from 2 October
to 13 October). Once the summary was formulated on 2 October, Se-
bastian Caballero again accused Corcuera before Governor Diego
Fajardo, President of the Royal Audiencia, repeating his arguments from
the first trial and even using the same words to demand Corcuera’s con-
viction (SIT, 498-505). To this, Corcuera presented his formal defense
(SIT, 505-508) through Second Lieutenant Gabriel Ruiz de Angulo, the
lawyer, who was granted to him 10 days earlier. In a lengthy report, Cor-
cuera reiterated that he did not dismantle the forces because he had
not yet received an answer from the King regarding the matter. However,
he started to make preparations for the eventual withdrawal by central-
izing the entire force in Quelang, under the command of the last gover-
nor Gonzalo Portillo. He also said that 300-strong force was sufficient
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location.® The pro e

neglect from tt

and defense lawyer (
mentioned statements.
s defense could actual

The f regarding the above-
© lormer alleged (SIT, 519-522) that Corcuera’

y be used to convict him. First, if he had thought
ab.out dismantling the forces,
.ﬂCI|? Second, Corcuera contradicted his earlier
statement when he pointed out that there were not enough soldiers to
defend the island. Lastly, if Portillo was really as good a soldier as Cor-
cuera claimed him to be, then why did his soldierly courage and military
skill fail precisely when defending his forces? Perhaps Portillo was not
that trustworthy at all and Corcuera had actually given the position to
an incompetent person, as all his detractors averred. As for his enmity
with one of the witnesses, the prosecutor declared that it was practically
impossible for Corcuera to avoid hostilities with one or another person
because for the past nine years he had been the governor of a place
populated by a little over 70 Spanish citizens. Rgiz de Angulo (_S/F
522-526) however insisted on specific points, particularly on Portilios
weak character. For this purpose he requested a cros‘s-exammatlon of
nine soldiers from 20 October to 7 Novemper. But their answers to the
14 questions (SIT, 526-557) certainly conﬂrm.ed the |ndeC|s.|vr<\enest$ c;f
Portillo. Moreover, the witnesses invokled Fhe ideals of Spanish pa rl\O

. . allow capitulation in the face of an affront. T ey
ism, which would never : lay in the face of an “evident” af-
felt that this ideal had to be put into play R g

rs. In addition, the soldiers opined tha

front from the Dutch aggrsees sistance of 20 men, Portillo could have
stead of having put up a token ret. ely by tripling their number and by
handled the situation more effectively
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exerting more effort tO help them.




Sentence, appeal and annulment
s had run their course and all that remaineqg
which was delayed for almost twg

months. For one thing, Corcuera exerted great pressure,Hciadmorlng for
a new lawyer because he did not trust the one he.had_. e 'emanded
a lawyer from among the judges of the ROYaIIAUd'enC'a—‘D'eQO _de la
Rasa in particular because this man favored him (SIT, 557-560). Finally,
on 19 December, in a session presided by Governor Gene’ral Diego
Fajardo, assisted by the other judges, including Pedro Zarate and
Felipe de Soto, Corcuera was declared guilty as charged (S/T, 560-561)
and penalized a hefty 100,000 pesos in material damage, excluding
the value of the fortress herself. The sentence was ratified a month after
(SIT, 564-565) on 21 January and communicated the following day to
Corcuera who was incarcerated in Fort Santiago. When the whole trial
(including other cases) was closed, the judge imposed on him a fine of
828,007 pesos and a six-year suspension of his functions in government
and war. He remained a prisoner in Manila for five years and a half, until

8 February 1650.

From prison, Corcuera appealed to the Council of the Indies,
protesting the governor’s ill-treatment of his person and asking to be
released on bail and to have his possessions restored to him (S/T,
562-564). The Council endorsed the petition and ordered him to make
an appearance in Madrid. Meanwhile, in 1646, the Audiencia ordered
the formulation of three reports in Mexico and in Acapulco. These re-
ports contained the testimonies of witnesses who confirmed that Cor-
cuera was indeed denied legal representation and that he had suffered
grave moral damage during his juicio. From his end, Diego Fajardo
wrote the Council of the Indies on 8 May 1648, explaining his motives
for putting Corcuera in jail. To this, the Council responded on 23 April
1649: “It seems that you have acted in the interest of justice but the rea-
sons mentioned here do not seem to merit such a harsh punishment.’
The Council therefore ordered Corcuera’s release and to send them a
duplicate of the papers of the trial. Fajardo issued the release order and
sent the former governor to Nueva Espafia.

The judicial proceeding
was the passing of the sentence,

Corcuera’s prison sentence was suspended as soon as he reached
Spain. On 27 April 1651, he pledged for the nullification of his juicio de

——
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residencia, stating that D
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him and his frienga €d, shoulqg exp

Certainly if we can associate great trials with the end of important
historical cycles, the end of Corcuera (1644), as with the end of Olivares
(1643), coincided with the end of the final decline of Spanish power in
the East, and with the end of Spain as a leading empire in global affairs.

S. The rhetoric of Corcuera as a metaphor of the
Spanish Empire decline

The history of the Spanish presence in Taiwan can be summarized
as a Renaissance adventure that after few years of consolidation Iost
its mission, and ended in a Baroque pessimism. The: ressqas far thenr
arrival were as neatly squared as the fortress they built and left behina:
trade, counterbalance of Dutch powgr. and _evangellzatlon, but aflter
ten years some people in Manila considered it a very CtOStl?/ er:(t;rprtﬁg
for the little gain. And all these idegs can be tracec? r:]o er; )t/hz e?pers
documents of the Spaniards in Taiwan, but also along P

Qathered for the trial of Corcuera.

An overview of the Spaniards in Taiwan (1626-1642)



In the Junta of January 1637 they agreed to leave Isla Hermogg

(SIT, 484), and to dismantle the pe”phe_ral fortresssvaf[hTif:l‘;' ;O zf C;l;bo,
a retirada, la mira, leaving only the main fortres sl
. ' ny of Cagayanos. But Corcuera,
soldiers, 18 Pampangos and a Company . h
as well as the other officers, considered that fo‘r the meantime the for.
tress was still able to face a Dutch attack. For this reason, only Qonzalo
Portillo was responsible because of his fear to present battle against the
Dutch, and he—defenseless and afraid to return to Manila from Macas-
sar—was accused of being an illiterate, and of other personal short-
comings, as if he was the villain of a Spanish Baroqqe novel, something
at odds with his valiant defense of the post in the first Dutch attack in
1641.%* At that time good luck was on his side and he claimed a victory,
after “blasting the flagship with an 18- [pounder] from the fort of San
Salvador, ... And because the current brought them to a shallow part, or
because the north wind that night was so strong that their cables broke,
the said flagship crashed against the coast where friendly natives, see-
ing its masts, sails and riggings [floating] on the water.” (S/T, 501)

This defeat manifested also a very important aspect of the Spanish
character and the Spanish armies: the sense of honor and of the shame
after a defeat after not having put up a proper resistance. Corcuera ac-
cused Portillo because he did not behave according to the oath he had
made to defend the fort entrusted to him by His Majesty (S/T, 492). And
the worst was that “the enemy seized the forces with the artillery, provi-
sions, supplies, banners and other items that were kept there, to the dis-
credit of the arms of His Majesty, and this was withessed by two great
empires like Japan and China and other neighboring kingdoms” (SIT,
495). Consequently,

The armed forces of His Majesty got a bad reputation, because without
firing the Dutch enemy no even a single shot, he surrendered the said fort to
[the Dutch enemy], and His Majesty received [not only] severe damage as
regards the reputation of His naval forces, but also in the loss of the fort, the
artillery, the supplies and the men, and the new Christianity that has begun to
flourish [in the land] from the preaching of the holy Gospel. (SIT, 502)

We can see along the Corcuera’s trial the rhetoric of the empire,
using sounding statements to accuse others, or to defend personal
actions. For example, Corcuera, defending his decision to delay the
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order for His Majesty's Service (this | learne

state of Flanders)” (s/T sk
o the Unprediotable( beﬁj\?igr)-o(f:ggl;ﬁra' Justifying his innocence due
‘[the defeat] was due to the COWardigl whom he had appointed, said
chief [i.e.: Portillo] who was in charge A? 3nd. Pt IR (R
given to him by [the oy - And this [courage] could not be
) governor of] Manila. It is a gift that God alone can
grant” (SIT, 501). Another great example, of the justification coming from
previous imperial practice was quoted by Corcuera, when he justified
his innocence recalling the Battle of the Downs (or Nieuwport) of July 2
1600, where the archduke Alberto was defeated by the Dutch general
Maurice of Nassau near Dunkirk. He said that the lieutenants were held
responsible for the defeat, not the generals:

d from good masters in the

That great retreat saw the loss of hundreds and more of His Majesty's
flags. Being thus so, the said banners were entrusted to the noted captains by
His Majesty... In the loss of the said banners—to which the captains willingly
entrusted to the soldiers—, justice was not asked from the said captains;

neither were they blamed for the loss. Rather, they threw into prison the

surviving second lieutenants who lost the banners; and those who did not

have good excuses were beheaded. ( SIT, 504).

at in another Battle of the Downs, near the same
Spanish fleet commanded by Oguendo

was defeated by the Dutch in its attempt to bring supplies tcc))f ttzi g;;?;h
ish forces in Flanders. This happened in 1639, on the verge

blow to Span-
he Downs was a strong
attack to Quelang. Tha Kl tence in their colonies. The next defeat,

' with important influ ' rtant was pre-
Bl Ba s PiowE i |ative terms, put morally very IMpo ph
although small one In re galvador, in 1642, on the other

: - battle of San " .
i Gyera] mentlo‘nedto the final transfer of maritime Ieeldelers:;;z
side of the world, leading der, the Spanish cannons of San Salvado

BeTSpeI e Hgllanc l\[ljo *[\gﬁr}ortresses of the Banda Islands (SIT, 490).
were transferred to the LU

It was an irony th
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Taiwan, Taipei. Vol. 1 (2001) and vol. 2 (2002).

See Alberto Santamaria. 1966. The Chinese parian (el parian de los sangleyes). In Alfonso Felix, Jr. (ed.).
The Chinese in the Philippines, 1570-1770. Vol 1. Manila. PP. 67-118.

See Fidel Villarroel (ed.). 1986. Pien Cheng-Chiao Chen-Ch'uan Shih Lu. UST Press. Manila.

See Jestis Gayo Aragén (ed.). 1951. Doctrina Christiana en letra 'y lengua china, compuesta por los padres

ministros de los Sangleves, de la Orden de Santo Domingo. UST Press. Manila.

See Relacion verdadera del levantamiento de los Sangleyes en la Islas Filipinas, y de las victorias que
tuvo contra ellos el Gouernador Don Sebastidn Hurtado de Corcuera, el aiio de 1640-1641. Ed. Catalina
de Barrio y Angul. Madrid. 1642. 4 fls.

Blussé. L.: N. Everts and E. French. 1999.The Formosan Encounter. Notes on Formosa’s Aboriginal So-
ciety: A Selection of Documents from Dutch Archival Sources. Shung Ye Museum of Formosan Aborigi-

nes. Taipei. Vol. I (1623-1635).

VOC 1140. f. 301v

Borao. The massacre of 1603.... P. 25.
The Formosan Encounter II1. P. 230.

VOC 1176. 1. 752
The “Compendio de Las Leyes de Indias” was edited in 1690, under the orders of King Charles II. There

are four volumes (tomos), that includes eight books (libros), containing in total 218 titles (titulos), lead-
ing to the different laws (leyes). For example, the titles of Book III have 410 laws. Every law has a short
description, the year, the king and the place where it was issued, accompanied with an explanation. Re-
garding the laws for Philippine natives see Patricio Hidalgo Nuchera, “Origen y desactivacion de la pro-
tectoria de indios en la Presidencia-Gobernacién de las Islas Filipinas™, Revista Espaiiola del Pacifico.
No. 8. 1998. PP. 213-233.

The laws in the Compendio regarding the Sangleys are in the Title 18 of Book VI (located in Volume ID).
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See José Eugenio Borao. The “Justification' of the Spanish Intrusion in Taiwan. In Humanitas Taiwanica,
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Corcuera had been Governor of Panama, At 48, he was appointed Governor General of the Philippines:
holding the position for nine years ( 1635-1644), unti his successor, Diego Fajardo, arrived in Manila. In
the two months after being relieved as Governor, Corcuera was making ready to go back to Mexico and
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