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A Study on Inoue Inosuke’s Records of
Indigenous Peoples: The Social Custom
Records of the Barrier Defense Lines

Liu, Shu-gin "
Abstract

Inoue Inosuke (1882-1966), honored as the Father of medical treatment and
missionary for the Indigenous Peoples in Taiwan, published Records of
Indigenous Peoples in Tokyo, a book including diaries, research papers and many
others when he practiced medicine and did missionary work in Mklapay Tribe,
Hsinchu for 2 years from 1926. | think this book fairly understands and
represents the precious custom records of headhunting culture from a Japanese
perspective. When the cultural criticism regarding its colonial medical treatment,
Christian education and others becomes increasingly active, it is necessary to
reinforce its social and historical analysis. Therefore, based on the idea in “the
social custom records of the barrier defense lines,” I attempt to represent the
social conditions at the upstream of Neiwan Stream in the 1910s. This article first
uses Bai Hong-sheng’s (Hase Likyo) “Notes on Comforting Indigenous
Crusaders” as the basis to examine the differences between Inoue’s and military
and police officers’ views. Secondly, the article investigates the process of how
Inoue established relationship with indigenous tribes. Finally, this article
analyzes Inoue’s records of headhunting custom and the changes of his
perspectives. | explore Inoue’s, Mori Ushinosuke’s, Ogata Masaki’s and others’
dissident image under the indigenous control policy. | also scrutinize the voices
of disobedience in Inoue’s work—disagreement against indigenous crusaders,
bloodlessness, religion assimilation, and independence of indigenous peoples.

Keywords: Inoue Inosuke, Christianity, Records of Indigenous Peoples, Jianshi,

the Barrier Defense Lines
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