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Analysis of the Ideology of Conservatism
In Pi Xi-Rui’s Classical Theory

Chiang, Lung-hsiang "
Abstract

This article mainly explores the content of Pi Xi-Rui’s ideology about taking
conservatism as the attributes of Chinese Classics, which is also analyzed for its
relationship with Pi’s statement on modernization and reformation. Through
literature survey and analysis, this article investigates Pi’s books written in his
late years named “The History of Chinese Classics,” “The General Theory of
Chinese Classics,” and other related books in his early times. The research result
shows that the reason why Pi proposed the ideology of conservatism of Chinese
Classics was established in clarifying the strategies of Confucian Classics in
Western Han Dynasty. The Confucian Classics in Western Han Dynasty was
considered by Pi the ideology closest to the original ideas of Confucius, and can
be the theoretical basis of Confucius’ idea of reformation. Pi thought that for
scholars in the late Qing Dynasty, to understand the Han Dynasty’s Classics, they
must first get rid of the empty talk of thought from the Song Dynasty and thus
study Zheng Xuan’s commentaries regarding the study of Yishu in the Tang
Dynasty. By studying Zheng Xuan’s ideology and analyzing the statement
towards contemporary and ancient Chinese, the understanding of Confucian
Classics in Western Han Dynasty could be retraced. Through the two-step
exploration, the path of reviving the contemporary Classics in Western Han
Dynasty was identified. Through the analysis of Pi’s conservatism, we can deeply
understand the relationship between the purpose of Pi’s writing on “The History
of Chinese Classics” and his thought of modernization, from which we can also
have a more objective understanding of the nature of conservatism in Chinese
Classics.

Keywords: Pi Xi-Rui, The history of the Chinese Classics, Confucius as a

reformer, Conservatism, The New Text School of classics study
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