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Exploring Zhuangzi’s Concept of
Meliorism by Examining Dal Junren’s
“Interpretation of the Happiness of
Fish”

Cheng, Zheng-yang*
Abstract

The goals of this study are as follows: outlining the philosophy of Zhuangzi
from Dai Junren’s perspective by exploring Dai’s article “Interpretation of the
Happiness of Fish,” examining the insights and limitations of Dai’s interpretation
of Zhuangzi's philosophy as one that indicates a connection between the external
world and the human mind, and analyzing the concept of meliorism in Zhuangzi’s
philosophy in terms of discussing his view on life and the world. Hence this
article is divided into three sections. Section 1 reviews previous studies in recent
40 years on the philosophical debate between Zhuangzi and Huizi through
discussing Dai’s article which was written based on his interpretation of the
philosophy of Zhuangzi and Wang Yangming. Section 2 introduces Dai’s article
Interpretation of the Happiness of Fish. By comparing “The Floods of Autumn”
(Qiushui) with “The Adjustment of Controversies” (Qi wulun), two chapters from
Zhuangzi. , the author we intends to convey wish conveying Zhuangzi’s idea of
meliorism in Section 3.

Keywords: all principles leading to one, objectification, Wang Yangming,
nothing outside the mind.
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