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Recapitulation and Transformation :

The Traumatic Experience of
“Tonggu Qige” and its Pastiches

Tsao, Shu-chuan®

Abstract

In the fall of the second year of Qianyuan #z 7z in the Tang, Du Fu #t #
(712-770) quitted from his office, and moved to Qinzhou and Tonggu. He then
arrived in Chengdu by the end of the year. His residence in Tonggu was short, but
his poem “Tonggu Qige” [& A 3k ( Seven Songs of Tonggu ) , which shows his
traumatic experience in the world of ethics, has attracted attention from different
generations of readers. In addition to the comments on Du’s work, his readers
imitated “Tonggu Qige” as a type of writing in " similar recapitulation.”
This article first explores the traumatic experience of Du Fu’s “Tonggu
Qige” in its special shaped configuration. Then the author divides those imitated

works into three major series: loyalist writing, mourning writing, and politics
writing, in order to observe how those works not only were assimilated to Du
Fu’s as the similar recapitulation, but also created something new. Finally, the

author conducts a comprehensive summary. By this article, we can find that the

formation of literary paradigm is a process of being repeatedly reinterpreted and
reconstructed.

Keywords: Du Fu, “Tonggu Qige” (Seven Songs of Tonggu) , traumatic
experience, Wen Tianxiang, imitate
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