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Is Jizang’s Thinking Monistic Realism?
Chen, Ping-kun*

Abstract

Matsumoto Shiro asserts that Jizang was a monistic realist and that his
Buddhist ideas belong to “monistic realism” (—J L& £33 ) as a type of
“generation-emanation theory” (¥ #i 4 fi 3 ) . This article plans to unravel
Jizang’s viewpoint and argument on tathagatagarbha or buddha-dhatu so as to
examine whether Matsumoto Shiro’s understanding of tathagatagarbha or
buddha-dhatu is correct.

This article brings out the following major viewpoints:

1. The “monistic realism” and “source realism” (L JE & 73w ) argued by
Matsumoto Shiro cannot truthfully reflect Jizang’s thoughts.

2. The discussion in Matsumoto Shiro’s text does not go profoundly, and his
assertion is not authentic. There are two reasons for this: (1) he takes the
doctrine of tathagatagarbha/buddha-dhatu as the “dhatu-vada” and extends
it in the discussion of Jizang’s thoughts; (2) he does not distinguish
“conventional truth” from “ultimate truth,” so that he only takes the former

approach to understanding Jizang’s thoughts.

3. The various views and argument raised by Jizang on the issues of

tathagatagarbha/buddha-dhatu do not prove that he was a monistic realist.

Keywords: Jizang, middle way, buddha-dhatu, tathagata-garbha, monistic
realism

* Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University.
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