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Focusing the Lens on Taiwan under the
Globalization of Capitalism:
Rereading Wang Zhenhe’s Novel
Rose, Rose, | Love You

Shie, Elliott Shr-tzung*

Abstract

Through the framework of postcolonialism, Qiu Gui-fen has interpreted the
male and female prostitutes in Wang Zhenhe’s Rose, Rose, | Love You as the
symbol of colonial Taiwan under American economic imperialism. This article,
however, suggests the globalization of capitalism as an alternative framework,
arguing that the development of local sex industry in Rose should be read as a
metaphor for the modernization of indigenous corporations. Focusing on the
development of capitalism in Taiwan, this novel examines the rationalization
of the sex industry, a capitalistic economy based on calculation, the conspiracy
between capitalists and politicians, and the oppression of sex workers.
Through the rhetoric of comedic exaggeration, this novel defamiliarizes the
economic conditions where everyone is involved, thereby leading its readers to
realize that these laughable, comic characters in the novel are indeed the
readers themselves. My reading of this novel seeks to challenge the framework
of postcolonialism by suggesting that the binary opposition of the colonizer
and colonized often obscures the differences of subject positions on each side
and reduces the complexity of the relationship in which nationality, gender,
sexuality and class intertwine with one another.

Keywords: Wang Zhenhe, postcolonialism, sex tourism, prostitutes,
globalization of capitalism

* Associate professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Literature, National Tsing Hua
University.



