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1 Georg Voigt, Die Wiederbelebung des classischen Alterthums oder das erste Jahrhundert
des Humanismus (Berlin: G. Reimer, 1859. AT f§#% : Voigt, Wiederbelebung).

2 Jacob Burckhardt, Die Kultur der Renaissance in Italien: Ein Versuch, 2nd edition, 1869.
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3 Wilhelm G. Jacobs, “Niethammer, Friedrich Immanuel,” Neue Deutsche Biographie 19
(1998), p. 247; URL.: http://www.deutsche-biographie.de/pnd118734865.html.

4 Friedrich Immanuel Niethammer, Der Streit des Philanthropinismus und des Humanismus
in der Theorie des Erziehungs-Unterrichts unsrer Zeit (Jena: Friedrich Frommann, 1808).

5 Ibid., 39.

6 Artikel “Humaniora” in Historisches Wérterbuch der Philosophie, ed. Joachim Ritter,
Karlfried Griinder und Gottfried Gabriel (Basel: Schwabe Verlag, 1971-2007), vol. 3,
1216.

7 Markus Schauer, “Friedrich Immanuel Niethammer und der bildungspolitische Streit des
Philanthropinismus und Humanismus um 1800,” Pegasus-Onlinezeitschrift /1 (2005):
28.. Access at http://www.pegasus-onlinezeitschrift.de/erga_1 2005_schauer.html.

8 Ibid., 37.
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9 Ibid., 36-40.

10 Richard Faber, Streit um den Humanismus (Wurzburg: Konigshausen & Neumann, 2003),
37-40.

11 Artikel “Humanismus” in Historisches Woérterbuch der Philosophie, vol. 3, 1218.

12 Voigt # 1856 42 [ 4% it hx Enea Silvio de’Piccolomini als Papst Pius 1. und seine Zeit
(Berlin: G. Reimer, 1856, 1862, 1863), 3 vols.

13 Mario Todte, Georg Voigt (1827-1891). Pionier der historischen Humanismusforschung
(Leipzig: Leipziger Universitatsverlg, 2004), 63-69; Paul F. Grendler, “Georg \oigt:
Historian of Humanism,” in Humanism and Creativity in the Renaissance. Essays in
Honor of Ronald G. Witt, ed. Christopher S. Celenza and Kenneth Gouwens (Leiden: Brill,
2006), 305.
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14 \oigt, Wiederbelebung, 377.

15 Ibid., 31, 104,

16 Ibid., 52.

17 1bid., 12: “Der Prophet und zugleich der Entdecker der neuen Welt des Humanismus war
Francesco Petrarca.”

18 Ibid., 38-52.

19 Ibid., IV.

20 Ibid., 16: “Virgilius und Cicero — sie waren gerade die beiden hellen Puncte, die zuerst
wieder aus dem Nebel des Alterthums ausstrahlten. Von ihnen ausgehend, erschlof3 sich
Petrarca die neue Welt voll Schonheit und wunderbarer Weisheit. Sie sind ihm die beiden
Vater der romischen Eloguenz, die Augen der lateinischen Sprache.”

21 Ibid., 37f.
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22 Ibid., 40f.

23 Ibid., 56f.

24 1bid., 52. ¢ H@ IR FELE] XELBEAXEGR BACHELBR T o RIeh L
HALHTHREFT T AR EAXIZFRAZTHAESZHATH TR E
4, - 4 R, Paul F. Grendler, “Georg Voigt: Historian of Humanism,” 309.

25 Voigt, Wiederbelebung, 48.

26 Ibid., 80f.

27 Ibid., 72-74.

28 Ibid., 59f.

29 Ibid., 81: “Wir nehmen keinen Anstand, Petrarca in diesem Sinne den Propheten der
neuen Zeit, den Ahnherrn der modernen Welt zu nennen.”

30 Ibid., 60-62.

31 Paul F. Grendler, “Georg Voigt: Historian of Humanism,” 306.

32 \oigt, Wiederbelebung, 107-114.
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33 s Voigt 33 B T AT Feg A xfb - R ¢ Ibid., 4: “Wir haben hier nur ein Stadium
und eine Seite dieses culturgeschichtlichen Processes zu verfolgen, die Wiedergeburt des
classischen Alterthums und sein Eindringen in das geistige Leben zundchst Italiens.”

34 L EGHFE - “vernacular’E A T F T - & “vernacular gy L T X F R
“vernaculus” & % “native (toa place )”» Bl sk3E 4" K52 | 2 4B F - A : Oxford
Latin Dictionary, ed. P. G. W. Glare (Oxford: Oxford University, 2009), 2038.

35 Barbara Stiewe, Der “Dritte Humanismus™: Aspekte deutscher Griechenrezeption vom
George-Kreis bis zum Nationalsozialismus (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2011).

36 Paul F. Grendler, “Georg Voigt: Historian of Humanism,” 9.

37 \oigt, Wiederbelebung, 9-11, 103-105.
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57 John Monfasani, “Obituary: Professor Paul Oskar Kristeller,” The Independent, London,
24/7/1999; William Caferro, Contesting the Renaissance (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell,
2010), 101.

58 Paul Oskar Kristeller and Margaret King, “Iter Kristellerianum: The European Journey
(1905-1939),” Renaissance Quarterly 47, 4 (1994): 907-929.

59 Paul Oskar Kristeller, Der Begriff der Seele in der Ethik des Plotin (Tibingen: J. C. B.
Mohr, 1929).
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60 Paul Oskar Kristeller, Marsilio Ficino and His Work after Five Hundred Years (Florence:
Leo S. Olschki, 1987), 18.

61 Edward Muir, “The Italian Renaissance in America,” The American Historical Review 100,
4 (1995): 1108: “Kristeller subordinated the study of humanism to the grander schema of
the Western Civilization construct, an inclination that made his often highly technical
work adaptable to American preconceptions.”

62 “the pursuit of human or earthly interests to the exclusion of moral or religious
considerations.” 3| g : OED <http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/89272>; accessed 03 June
2012.

63 4o J. E. Hamilton # 1790 #£4& Structures upon Primitive Christianity I. Pref. 50 fr 5 :
“About the middle of the third century, there sprung up another heresy, which | shall
distinguish by the name of Humanism... Their sentiment was, that Jesus was a mere man,
without any participation at all of Deity.” #3] & : OED
<http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/89272>; accessed 03 June 2012.

64 “The doctrine that Christ's nature was human only and not divine.” 3] & : OED
<http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/89272>; accessed 03 June 2012.

65 William Caferro, Contesting the Renaissance, 99.
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66 Matthew Arnold, “Literature and Science,” reprinted in Literature and Science in the
Nineteenth Century: An Anthology, ed. Laura Otis (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2002), 6-7: “When we talk of knowing Greek and Roman antiquity, which is what people
have called humanism, we mean a knowledge which is something more than a superficial
humanism, mainly decorative.”

67 OED <http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/89272>; accessed 03 June 2012, n4, n5.

68 Vito R. Giustiniani, “Homo, Humanus, and the Meanings of ‘Humanism’,” Journal of
History of Ideas 46, 2 (1985): 176, 184.

69 Paul Oskar Kristeller, “The Humanist Movement,” first published in his The Classics and
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70

71

Renaissance Thought (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1955), reprinted in his
Renaissance Thought and its Sources (New York: Columbia University Press, 1979), 21:
“to recapture the original meaning in which that period employed certain categories and
classifications which either have become unfamiliar to us or have acquired different
connotations.”

“The term ‘humanism’ has been associated with the Renaissance and its classical studies
for more than a hundred years, but in recent times it has become the source of much
philosophical and historical confusion. In present discourse, almost any kind of concern
with human values is called ‘humanistic,” and consequently a great variety of thinkers,
religious or antireligious, scientific or antiscientific, lay claim to what has become a rather
elusive label of praise.” Cited from Paul Oskar Kristeller, “The Humanist Movement,” in:
Paul Oskar Kristeller, The Classics and Renaissance Thought (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1955), reprinted in Paul Oskar Kristeller, Renaissance Thought and its
Sources (New York: Columbia University Press, 1979), 21.

“In popular modern usage, humanism is thought of as an alternative to religious belief. In
the Renaissance, however, humanism was entirely consistent with religious belief, and
related not to secularism but rather to the studia humanitatis, the liberal arts, now known
as the humanities.”
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72 Ronald G Witt, “Kristeller’s Humansits as the Heirs of the Medieval dictatores,” in
Interpretations of Renaissance Humanism, ed. Angelo Mazzocco (Leiden: Brill, 2006),
21-35.

73 Paul Oskar Kristeller, “Humanism and Scholasticism in the Italian Renaissance” (1944-5),
reprinted in his Renaissance Thought and Its Sources (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1979), 92-96.

74 Paul Oskar Kristeller, “The Humanist Movement,” 22f: “The Renaissance humanism was
not such a philosophical tendency or system, but rather a cultural and educational
program which emphasized and developed an important but limited area of studies. This
area had for its center a group of subjects that was connected essentially neither with the
classics nor with philosophy, but might roughly described as literature. It was to this
peculiar literary preoccupation that the very intensive and extensive study which the
humanists devoted to the Greek and especially to the Latin classics owed its peculiar
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character, which differentiated it from that of modern classical scholars since the second
half of the eighteenth century.”

75 Ibid., 23.

76 lbid., 29.

77 lbid., 29-32.

78 Ibid., 29-30.

79 William Caferro, Contesting the Renaissance, 8-12.

80 John Monfasani, “Toward the Genesis of the Kristeller Thesis of Renaissance Humanism:
Four Bibliographical Notes,” Renaissance Quarterly 53. 4 (2000): 1163.
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81 Paul Oskar Kristeller, “The Humanist Movement,” 22.

82 Paul Oskar Kristeller, “Humanism and Scholasticism in the Italian Renaissance,” 101f.

83 Ibid., 91.

84 Paul Oskar Kristeller, “The Humanist Movement,” 23f and “Humanism and Scholasticism
in the Italian Renaissance,” 92f.

85 Paul Oskar Kristeller, “The Humanist Movement,” 32.

86 & &R & A4E% R Ernst Cassirer, Individuum und Kosmos in der Philosophie der
Renaissance (Leipzig: Teubner, 1927); translated as The Individual and the Cosmos in
Renaissance Philosophy (New York: Harper, 1964).

87 Eugenio Garin, Italian Humanism: Philosophy and Civic Life in the Renaissance, trans. P.
Munz (Oxford: Blackwell, 1965); Ronald G. Witt, “The Humanism of Paul Oskar
Kristeller,” in Kristeller Reconsidered. Essays on His Life and Scholarship, ed. John
Monfasani (New York: Italica Press, 2006), 259.

88 Ronald G. Witt, “The Humanism of Paul Oskar Kristeller,” 260.
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89 John Monfasani, “Toward the Genesis of the Kristeller Thesis of Renaissance Humanism:
Four Bibliographical Notes,” 1158-1161; Ronald G. Witt, “The Humanism of Paul Oskar
Kristeller,” 260.

90 Hans Baron, The Crisis of the Early Italian Renaissance: Civic Humanism and
Republican Liberty in an Age of Classicism and Tyranny, 2nd edition (Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 1966); Eugenio Garin, Italian Humanism: Philosophy and
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University of California Press, 1968).
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1000-1300, ed. David Abulafia (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), 27-57.

92 Paul Oskar Kristeller, “The Platonic Academy of Florence,” Renaissance News 14 (1961):
148-149. 3 % R, Ernst Cassirer, “Ficino’s Place in Intellectual History,” Journal of the
History of Ideas 6 (1945): 489.

93 Hans Baron, The Crisis of the Early Italian Renaissance: civic humanism and republican
liberty in an age of classicism and tyranny.

94 Riccardo Fubini, “Renaissance Historian: The Career of Hans Baron,” Journal of Modern
History 64 (1992): 568f; Edward Muir, “The Italian Renaissance in America,” 1110;
Werner Gundersheimer, “Hans Baron’s Renaissance Humanism: A Comment,” The
American Historical Review 101, 1 (1996): 144.
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N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1977); John M. Najemy, “Civic Humanism and
Florentine Politics,” in Renaissance Civic Humanism, ed. James Hankins (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2000), 75-104.

96 Kristeller Reconsidered. Essays on His Life and Scholarship (2006); Interpretations of
Renaissance Humanism, ed. Angelo Mazzocco (Leiden: Brill, 2006).
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Oskar Kristeller’s Impact on Renaissance Studies,” Journal of History of Ideas 39, 4
(1978): 677-683, at 680.

98 48R & R % R William J. Bouwsma, “The Two Faces of Humanism: Stoicism and
Augustinianism in Renaissance Thought,” in Itinerarium Italicum: The Profile of the
Italian Renaissance in the Mirror of Its European Transformation, ed. Heiko A. Oberman
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grasp of its historical significance.” Kenneth Gouwens, “Perceiving the Past: Renaissance
Humanism after the ‘Cognitive Turn’,” The American Historical Review 103. 1 (1998):
55-82.

99 Laura Lee Downs and Stéphane Gerson, eds., Why France? American Historians Reflect
on an Enduring Fascination (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2009).

100 Ibid., “Introduction”: “Only after World War 11, however, did French history become an

independent scholarly field and a career. Earlier trends intensified. University
enrollments and faculty sizes skyrocketed, and so did funding for programs in Western
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(and American) civilization. The country needed to understand the Cold War world and
build collective security around the ‘Atlantic Community,” understood as a political
alliance, a democratic dike against totalitarianism, and a framework for historical study”
9).

101 Exile, Science and Bildung: The Contested Legacies of German Intellectual Figures, ed.
David Kettler and Gerhard Lauer (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005)- £, £ 4 B, &
Pl 4% 8y Kay Schiller, “Paul Oskar Kristeller, Ernst Cassirer and the ‘humanistic turn' in
American emigration,” 125-138.

102 B. Ward Perkins, “Continuists, Catastrophists and the Towns of Post-Roman Northern
Italy,” Papers of the British School of Rome 45 (1997): 156-176; Sauro Gelichi, “The
Cities,” in Italy in the Early Middle Ages, ed. Cristina La Rocca (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2002), 168-188.

103 Heiko A. Oberman, Luther. Mensch zwischen Gott und Teufel (Berlin: Severin und
Siedler, 1982); Volker Leppin, Martin Luther: Gestalten des Mittelalters und der
Renaissance (Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 2nd edition 2010).

104 Neil Christie and S.T. Loseby, eds., Towns in Transition: Urban Evolution in Late
Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages (Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1996).
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105 Johan Huizinga, “The Problem of the Renaissance,” reprinted in Men and Ideas: History,
the Middle Ages, the Renaissance (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1959),
256f.
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Studien zur Historik (Frankfurt/M: Suhrkamp Verlag, 2000), 225-239.
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116 Kristeller Reconsidered. Essays on His Life and Scholarship (2006); Interpretations of
Renaissance Humanism, ed. Angelo Mazzocco (Leiden: Brill, 2006).

117 Ronald G. Witt, “The Humanism of Paul Oskar Kristeller”: “As a result of my research
over the last twenty-five years, however, | find that | can no longer accept Kristeller’s
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(263).

118 Riccardo Fubini, “Humanism and Scholasticism: Toward a Historical Definition,” in
Interpretations of Renaissance Humanism, ed. Angelo Mazzocco (Leiden: Birill,
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Who should not be counted as
Renaissance humanists?

Hua, Yih-fen
Abstract

This paper aims to clarify why Paul Oskar Kristeller’s discourse on
Renaissance humanism has been challenged in recent Renaissance scholarship.
By comparing Kristeller’s theses with those of Georg Voigt and Jacob Burckhardt
separately, the first part of this paper focuses on how Kristeller initiated a
“humanistic turn” in the Renaissance studies after his emigration to the USA.
Subsequently, this paper examines the reason why Kristeller put the
Burckhardtian question: “Who should not be counted as Renaissance humanists?”
as his major concern to distinguish Renaissance “humanists” from *“philosophers.”
The final part of this paper discusses how to modify Kristeller’s one-sided
definitions of the Renaissance humanists and humanism by understanding the
difficulties in interpreting the so-called “key points” in the manifest historical
turns as continuities, breakthroughs, or transitions.

Keywords: the Renaissance, humanism, humanist, early modern civic society,
Renaissance historiography.
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