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The Images of “Body” and “Nation”
In Late-Qing Fiction

Guan, Kean-fung
Abstract

This essay investigates the corresponding pattern of “body” and “nation” in
late-Qing fiction. Firstly, by examining the scheme of the body’s split and
dehumanization, this study discusses how late-Qing writers made use of this kind
of scheme to reflect their thought on the situation of the empire, which was
compared to an exhausted and ill “human body.” Secondly, it points out that
before the May Forth writers made use of “medical” narrative, late-Qing writers
had already used it to manifest their patriotic perspective of national reform.
Methods of comparison between an ill body and the descending nation were
commonly used. By producing the imagery of an ill body undergoing medical
treatment or surgery, late-Qing writers projected their expectation of a promising
nation after reformation. Finally, this study analyses how late-Qing fiction
showed forth a narrative mode of “construction of spirit” by making use of a
distinct technique of contrast. This technique represents late-Qing people’s
eagerness for a new national and eethnic spirit.

Keywords: body, nation, ill and cure, fiction, late Qing
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