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Bibliographical Research on Yuan
Mei’s Suiyuan Shihua
Huang, Yi-long

Abstract

Suiyuan Shihua by Yuan Mei (1716-1798) is among the most popular and
widely circulated poetry collections in late imperial China. There are over 60
different Qing dynasty editions, but the complex variations between them have
not yet been fully investigated. This study compares the content and format of
approximately 40 editions of Suiyuan Shihua in the attempt to understand the
process of its editing and publishing. It resulted in the discovery of several pirated
editions and further understanding of the chronological order of various editions
as well as their connection to each other. This paper also discusses how Yuan Mei
established a successful “business model” by using his social status as a cultural
celebrity who had control of the poetry community’s publishing platform.

Keywords: Yuan Mei, Suiyuan Shihua, incunabula studies, poetry community,
Qianlong
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