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On the Meaning of "Absolute
Nothingness" in Middle Nishida's
Philosophy: Placing Focus on His

"The Intelligible World"

Huang, Wen-hong*
Abstract

In this paper | attempt to shed light on the basic meaning of Kitaro Nishida’s
"Absolute Nothingness" in middle Nishida. During this period of his philosophy
Nishida concentrated on the establishment of a "system of self-consciousness"
that reached from the universality of judgment to the place of absolute
nothingness. Specifically, | focus on his essay "The Intelligible World" written in
1928. For Nishida, "being" meant to be determined by or located in a universal.
This state of affairs can also be expressed as the "self-determination of the
universal,” which is a key concept in his system of self-consciousness. By
demonstrating a path of immanent transcendence which goes deep into the
direction of predicate or self-consciousness, Nishida finally reaches the basho of
absolute nothingness. In this essay | try to reconstruct Nishida's path, leading
from being to nothingness, and to expound some possible meaning of absolute
nothingness in his middle period. The study is divided into four sections. After a
brief introduction of the theme and methods of the article (section one), I try to
reconstruct Nishida's transcendental path from the "world of consciousness"” to
"the intelligible world" (section two) and then the transition from "the intelligible
world" to the "basho of absolute nothingness” (section three). The intelligible
world is the world in which ideal beings (such as truth, beauty and good) are
located. Finally in the last section (section four) I make a summary of the
meaning of absolute nothingness. Through comparison with Heidegger's
elucidation of the experience of nothingness in anxiety, as outlined in his article
"What is Metaphysics?" in 1929, | also attempt to expound some possible
horizons that are opened by Nishida in his discussion of the experience of
nothingness. It is my view that the experience of nothingness is not an
extraordinary experience, but a hidden moment inherent in our daily experience.

Keywords: Kitaro Nishida, Heidegger, Intelligible World, absolute nothingness,
intentionality, anxiety
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