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On the Reversal of the Urbane and
the Uncultured and on Cultural
Renewal in Zhuangzi: With Emphasis
on
Flow Body and Flow Language
Lai, Hsi-san’

Abstract

Through the lenses of “body” and “language”, this paper interprets the
reversal strategy of Zhuangzi. It traces the progressive change of the body, from
the flow body of ritual in the Shang dynasty, to the abnormal body of Shanhai
Jing, to the body of Qi in Zhuangzi; this paper then compares them with the
awe-inspiring body in the rites system of the Zhou Dynasty and the Confucian
body of Confucius. This study particularly focuses on the ugly and abnormal
characters and the common people in Zhuangzi to find how this book tried to
reverse the ideology of political and cultural elite by the charm and energy of
grassroots characters. Zhuangzi demonstrates a literary technique in which others
are rewritten and the rigid value system is renewed by flow language. This
approach can develop into a cultural criticism and cultural renewal. In order to
explore the cultural renewal theory of Zhuangzi, this paper attempts to interpret it
by the context of “Rave Culture” theory of M. M. Bakhtin. In addition it proffers
micro-interpretations on reversal strategies (such as taunts), and develops
macro-interpretations on the view of cultural renewal, in order to outline new
classical interpretation regarding the cultural position of Zhuangzi.

Keywords: Zhuangzi, body, language, Bakhtin, cultural theory

* Professor, Department of Chinese & Literature, National Chung Cheng University.
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