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A New Investigation of “Si/Si” and
“Shi” in the Chu Bamboo Slips and
Silk Manuscripts

Wu, Hsueh-ju’

Abstract

This article investigates the distribution of three characters €(si), $(si)

and g(shi) in the Chu slips and silk manuscripts, and analyzes their meanings
and grammatical function in the texts to make clear the usage of “si/si” and its
relationship with “shi.” The conclusion is that some “si/si” in the Chu slips and
silk manuscripts should be interpreted as the causative verb “shi” instead of “si,”
which means “to think.” Writing the causative verb “shi” with the formation of
“sifsi” was a distinctive tradition of Chu people in the middle to later period of
Warring States. According to documents handed down for generations, this
tradition was confined to the state of Chu in the middle to later period of
Warring State and not found in documents from a later period or other region.
The confusion between the usages of “si” and “shi” in the Chu slips and silk
manuscripts is due to transcriptions of the Chu copyists. Finally, this article
analyzes the meaning and usage of “si/si” in the Chu divination texts and gives
explanation to the related paragraphs.

Keywords: Chu slips, causative verb, si, shi
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