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Hakkanese Architecture in Taiwan:
Origins and Characteristics
Huang, Lan-shiang’

Abstract

Based on a field survey of Hakkanese architecture in eastern Guangdong
and western Fujian in 2008 and other studies, it is clear that Hakkanese
architecture exhibits different styles in western Fujian, eastern Guangdong, and
southern Jiangxi. There is no one style that is representative of Hakkanese
architecture in China.

However, an analysis of the architecture from these three provinces shows
that they share a common type of building, namely the heyuan jianzhu (&% %
%L) or courtyard compound. Yet, because of climate influence and social
conditions, as well as localities and development trends, this courtyard
compound evolved into many different types of buildings. Thus far, researchers
have believed that certain characteristics were unchanged in their migration from
China to Taiwan, but this is not always true. Consequently, Hakkanese
architecture is not static but always changing depending on environmental
conditions.

This study shows that double ridge poles were put on the top of gable walls
under the roof, which is a simplified version of the two-layer roof structure.
Double roofs have existed from ancient times in China.

Keywords: Taiwan Architecture, Hakkanese Architecture, Hometown of
Hakkanese, Double Ridge Poles, Remote Place and Central Palace,
Chinese Architecture.

* Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of Art History, National Taiwan University.



