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Incense Tax Collection, Management,
and Usage of Mt. Tal and Mt. Taihe
during the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Tsal, Tai-pin
Abstract

During the Ming and Qing dynasties, tens of thousands of pilgrims climbed the
Dai Pegk and Jn Pesk (Tianzhu Peak) to pray to Bixia Yuanjun and Zhenwu Dadi for
children or long life, making Mt. Tai and Mt. Taihe (Mt. Wudang) sacred places for
Daoismin the north and south.

Between 400,000 to 800,000 pilgrimsvidted Mt. Ta each year; Mt. Taihe had under
100,000. In mid-Ming, in order to find founding to repair the temple and to finance locd
and centra government spending, incensetax began to belevied on pilgrims and temples.

Mt. Ta’ sincense tax was divided into two types: entrance incense tax and temple
incense tax; while there were fluctuations, the annua income was about 70,000 taels.
Mt. Tahe' s incense tax was the same as the Mt. Tai temple incense tax, and yielded
approximately 4,000 taels per year. As for the collection and management of incense
tax, Mt. Tai had an inspector and a deputy inspector, in which the Shandong Chief
Secretary gppointed a deputy of the prefecture or county for part-time management. It
was tightly managed. During the Ming dynasty, Mt. Taihe' s taxes were overseen by the
capita generd eunuch in delegation to temples such as Yuxu, and supervised by the
Junzhou Thousand Soldiers Office. Records here were less clear. It was not until the
Qing dynasty that management was given over to Lower Jngnan Circuit. In terms of
incense tax usage, Mt. Ta’ sincense tax was dlocated to the nationd treasury primarily
for use in chief secretary affairs, temple repairs, city wal repairs, examination hall
support, mountain temple affairs support, Li-jia system support, rice sdariesfor De, Lu,
and Heng lords edtates, assigting in river irrigation works, subsidies for military food,
efc. Mt. Taihe's incense tax was used for temple repairs, incense for the mountain
temples, textiles, military sdaries, as well as loca disaster relief, rice sdary for Hang
Lord's estate, and subsidies for military food.

The purpose of this study is to explore the meaning, collection, management,
and usage of incensetax at Mt. Tai and Mt. Taihe; thisis used to reflect the popul arity
of religious tourist activity during the Ming and Qing dynasties.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty, Qing Dynasty, Taishan, Taiheshan, incense tax.
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