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Abstract

The philosophical and linguistic writings of Johann Georg Hamann
foreshadowed and impacted generations of thinkers, but today he is mostly
unknown. Through a reexamination of his “philological metacritique” of Kant’s
transcendental philosophy and Herder’s theory of human origin of language this
paper tries to present Hamann’s views on the nature of language, which include
his emphasis on the essential character of revelation and tradition in words.

Hamann justified two important principles in the philosophy of language:
that thought is essentially dependent on language, and that meaning should be
identified with usages of words. He also linked the “receptivity of language” and
“spontaneity of concepts” with a vision of linguistic revelation and tradition
through one’s own nation, so that he can overcome the dichotomy between
sensibility and understanding in Kant’s solipsism of pure reason. Drawing upon
Hamann’s writings, this paper will conclude with some important points relevant
to understanding current hermeneutic and pragmatic philosophy.
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