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Tracing Renxin shixing:
From Ma Fu's Thoughts on Confucian
Classics to Jang Nianfeng’' s Hermeneutics
of Classical Studies

Wu, Kuan-hung’

Abstract

By adopting a comparative philosophical approach, Jiang Nianfeng has
emphasized Ma Fu' s thinking and interpretations. He presented two propositions
which connect Ma Fu’s thoughts on classical studies. hermeneutics of Confucian
Classics and the spirit phenomenology of xing. By so doing, Jiang Nianfeng has
made Confucian Classics, along with their culture and thoughts, more integrated
into contemporary discourse on knowledge. This study will explore the concept
renxin shixing via an investigation into Ma Fu’s thoughts on the Classics and
Jiang Nianfeng's hermeneutics of the Confucian Classics. This paper will use the
key notions to consider the interconnections between these two scholars
discourses and thought. By discussing where their thoughts meet and differ, such
a study aso sheds light on the transmission of Chinese culture and of Confucian
thinking.

Keywords: MaFu, Jang Nianfeng, hermeneutics, liuyi, renxin shixing
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