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The Formation of the Concessive
Conditionals Ji, Bian and Jiu

Chang, Li-li"

Abstract

This paper explores the formation of the concessive conditional
conjunctions ji, bian and jiu as well as that of their functions as conditional and
concessive conjunctions. Based on the historical developments of the three
words, this paper argues that all the three conjunctive functions of the three
words were grammaticalized from the emphatic adverbs. This paper also
discusses the parallel grammaticalization in other languages and the conditions
and mechanisms for the grammaticalization in Chinese.

Keywords: conditional concessives, conditionals, concessives, conjunctions,
emphatic adverbs, focus particles, grammaticalization
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