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The Foundation of the Innate Goodness
of Human Nature;

An Analysis of the First Six Chapters of
“Gaozi” in the Mencius in Relation to the
Problem of Human Nature

Chien, Liang-ju
Abstract

Mencius contribution to the debate on human nature is that he advocated that
human nature is innately good. This viewpoint is the keystone to a positive appraisa
of human existence. But since there are so many conflicts and evilsin life, how can
Mencius verify this view? Such a standpoint is far more difficult to defend than
other theories on human nature. This paper is an analysis of the problem through a
rereading of the first six chapters of “Gaozi” in the Mencius. These six chapters are
interconnected in their inferences and discuss the important issues regarding this
problem. The sequence is as follows:. the basis for a theory on human nature, the
reasons for the goodness of man and also their evilness, the independency of human
nature, the problem of whether human nature or the conscious mind is the true
essence of man, human nature and its application in reality, and the explanation of
human nature itself as well as the Way of human nature. With such a structure, we
can conclude that the view of Mencius on human nature is more complete and
profound than all other theories.

Keywords: Mencius, theory on human nature, innate goodness of human nature,
Gaozi, heart (mind)
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