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On Ding Ruoyong’'s Tan Gong Zheng Wu

Y eh, Kuo-liang’
Abstract

The Korean scholar Chong Yagyong (ak.a. Chong Tasan, 1762-1836) is a
eminent master of the practical learning school of thought during the late part of the
Joseon dynasty. In hiswork on rituals, Tan Gong Zhen Wu, he corrects 172 mistakes
in various annotations of “Tan Gong.” The book contains a wide range of references
to Chinese classics and quotes from a plethora of classical scholars. However,
Chong expresses his discontent toward Chinese scholars with incisive criticisms, a
rare occurrence in scholarly circles at the time. Whether these claims are founded or
perceived isfor us of later generations to determine.

In reading Tan Gong Zhen Wu, it is clear that some of Chong's criticisms are
reasonable, yet others are subject to his personal judgment and fallacious reasoning.
A few contain a mixture of the two. In some passages, his remarks show that he
misread the text in question. All in al, they reveal a subjective and trenchant
response to many misunderstood passages.

Chong' s views are influenced, in part, by Ao Jigong and hiswork Yi Li Ji Shuo,
which was popular in Korean academic circle at the time. Another reason was that
many important works on the classics in China never made it to Korea. This is
especially apparent in terms of his explanations of the funeral ceremony from the
viewpoint that “children cannot bear to have their parent’s die.”

Keywords: Ding Ruoyong, Chashan, Tan Gong Zheng Wu
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