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From Talent Self-Being to Daoist
Nature Self-Being:

The Rise and Development of the Daoist
Self-Being Theory from the Six Dynasties to
Early Tang

Lin, Yung-sheng”

Abstract

This paper explores the context of the rise and development of the Daoist
self-being theory from the Six Dynasties to early Tang. Following the rise of the
transcendentalist self-being theory in the Wei and Jin dynasties, the term
“self-being” was frequently used in many Daoist scriptures. While the early
Daoist self-being theory seemed rather broad in is various applications, it was
founded in the concept of “self-being” and theoretically based on the talent theory.
Hence, it can aso be referred to astalent self-being theory. The focus of the talent
self-being theory is on explaining the grand source of al things on earth.
However, in terms of personal cultivation, the theory leads to fatalism.

Later, the term “self-being” was used to explain the character and status of
the Daoist nature. Chong Xuan Daoism used the term to identity of a
thing-in-itself. This theory can be called the nature self-being theory. The
establishment of this theory successfully rebutted Buddhist criticism of the
inability of mortals to become saints, atenet held by both Confucians and Daoists.
It also later provided a theoretical foundation for the establishment of the
personal cultivation theory of Neo-Confucians.

Keywords: Chong Xuan, self-being (ziran), talent, Daoist nature (daoxing),
causation
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