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Diaectics of Conscience:

A Comparative Study of the Theories of Kant,
Fichte and Mou Zongsan

Pong, Wen-berng’

Abstract

The centra theme of this paper is the problem of conscience in a context of
comparative study of Eastern and Western moral philosophy. | argue that the
absolute rightness of conscience cannot be justified if one does not limit the
sphere of its vaidity. Conscience can be understood in two different ways: it can
either contain a subjective reference (Subjektbezug) or an objective reference
(Objektbezug). Subjective reference means self-examination based on practical
reason, while objective reference signifies reference to a concrete content of duty.
Kant holds that conscience can only have a subjective reference, because an
objective reference is not the task of conscience, but of mora judgment. Both
Fichte and Mou Zongsan hold that conscience cannot just have the empty form
of subjective reference, but should also contain some concrete substance without
losing its absolute rightness. My conclusion is that Kant's interpretation of
conscience is right. The reason is quite simple: the objective reference of
conscience cannot avoid the difficulty of dialectics.

Keywords: conscience, Fichte, Kant, Mou Zongsan

* Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University.
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