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Violation, Dislocation, Pollution:
Excrement Writing in Contemporary Taiwanese Poetry

Liu, Cheng-chung’

Abstract

Excrement is normally regarded as the most disgusting among the things
issued from one's body. This essay aims at discussing how the imagery of
excrement came to be a topic discussed in contemporary Taiwanese poetry, its
novelty as a trend and its wonderful transfiguration. After a sizable corpus of
works were inspected and analyzed, three main patterns of poetic production
were apparent: First, the blocked-up excrement type, stemming from a gloomy
outlook, uses excrement as a metaphor for the devil or evil. The desire to rid
onesdlf of the foulness is unrealized, resulting in pent-up emotion and thoughts.
Second, the splashing excrement type challenges the notion of “curbing desires
and avoiding filth.” It uses excrement as a weapon for antisocial action, as away
to rethink what it means to be human. Third, the amusing excrement type
advocates freedom and liberation, by viewing excrement as a magica and
whimsical game. This is used to deconstruct things noble and to destroy the
grand narrative. Finally, the possibility of establishing an “excrement poetics’ is
discussed.

Keywords: contemporary poetry, excrement, abjection

" Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language, Tsing Hua University.



	違犯．錯置．污染 ──臺灣當代詩的屎尿書寫(
	一、前言：屎尿之為一種詩材
	二、污鬼附身或排泄困難
	三、潔穢逆轉：推離與反推離
	四、私人慶典：黏合、穿透、破壞
	五、結語：屎尿之為一種方法
	 引用書目


