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Predicament and Escape:

On the Images of Spring in Du Fu’s Poems
“Tonggu Qige” and “ Qiuxing Bashou”

Fang, YU’

Abstract

“Tonggu gige’ and “Qiuxing bashou” are famous poems by Du Fu. Written
seven years apart, both were completed in the autumn or winter, and mention
spring in the final stanza.

At that time, Du Fu was advancing in years, and he was exhausted and in
hard times. Where did these thoughts of transcending readity come from? This
article will discuss this issue by using the text of the poems and the imagery
contained therein. The focus of discussion will be on the contrast between
natural scenery and art. Particular attention will be given to the structure,
management, and timeline of these qilll poem series. It will be shown how Du
Fu summoned spring through his structuring of the poems, resulting in an ability
to break out of life's predicaments.

Keywords: Du Fu, Tonggu gige, Qiuxing bashou, images of spring

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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